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PLAIN DEALING 


OR, 
PevVVE 
> New-England. 


(Vivat Rex Angha Carolus, 
Vivat Anglia, 
Vivantg, coruns Amici-omnes.) 





A fhort view of New-Enatanps 
prefent Government, both Ecclefiafticall and Civil 
compared with the anciently-received and efta- 
blifhed.Government of ENGLAND, in 


fome materiall points ; fit for the graveft 
consideration in thefe times. 
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By THOMAS LECHFOR b Of Clements Inne, 
inthe County of middlefex, Gent. 
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Dh Gib HB READER 


Very man « to approve himfelfe, and an- 





[wer to God for his altions his confeience 
leads him to, and next, to good men, as 
much as in him lyeth. Ihave this pre- 
fumed to enter into publique, for 

thefe reafons : i 

Firft becaufe it is well kaowne unto many, that here- 
tofore I {uffered imprifonment, and a kind of banifhment 
out of this zood Land, for fome aéts conftrued to oppofe, . 
and as tending to [ubvert Epifcepacie, and the fetled 
Ecclefiafticall government of England:therefore now I 
defiredto purge my felf of fo creat a fcandall,and wherein 
Ihave offended, tointreat all my Supertours , and others, 
to impute it rather to my ignorance, for the time, then 
any wilfull fuubbornneffe ": 

_ Secondly, feeing that fince my comming home, I find 
that multitudes are corrupted with an opinion of the un- 
lawfulne(fe of the Church-government by Diocefan Bi- 

Shops, which opinion I beleeve is the voot of much mil. 
chiefe, having now had experience of divers govern- 
ments, I feenot how I could with faithfulnelfe to God yxy 

_ King and Countrey, be any longer filent, efpecially con- 
Sidering fome of thefe late troubles occafioned, amonc 

other. fins 1 fear gouch through this evill opinion. Happy 
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Tothe Reader. 


hall I be, if any be made wifer by my harmes , I wifh 
) ‘i men to ee heed, how "hs bike hands with thes, 
church of God, upon any {uch heedle[e grounds as I al- 
molt had done. ti | . 
Thirdly, that I might (though unworthy) in a fir 
feafon., acquaint the learned and piows Divines of. 
England with thefe my lender obfervations, quares, 
and experiments tothe end they may come the better pre- 
pared, upon any publique occafion, for the confideration 
of fuch matters, and (0 at length, thofe good things 
that are fhaken among us may be eftablifhed, ana truth 
confirmed. | : my 
It 1 enough for me, being a Student or Prattifer as 
Law, faithfully to put a Cafe, which will be this: Whe- 
sher the Epi{copall Government by Provinciall and Di- 
oce(an Bifbops, in number about 26.in England being, 
if not of abfolute Divine authority, yet neareft, and moft 
like thereunteyand moft anciently here embraced, 4s frill 
fafeft to be continued ¢ 7 | 
” Or a Presbyterian government, being (as 1s humbly 
conceived) but of humane authority, bringing in 4 nu- 
merous company of above A@O00. Presbyters to haves 
chiefe rule inthe keyes,in England, be fit to be newly 
{ct up here, athing whereof we have had no experience, 
andwhich moderate wife men think to be lelfe con[onant 
to the Divine patterne, and may prove more intolerable 
then the [aid Epifcopacse ? y 
Or an independent government of every congregats- 
onall Church ruling it felfe, which introduceth not onely 
one abfolute Bifhop in every Parifh but in effect {0 many 
men,fomany Bifhops, according to New- Englands 
rule, which imEngland would be Anarchie & confufion? 
ae i 
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- Tothe Reader. 


I would entreat thofe that ftand for thw 1a[t men- 
tioned manner of government, to be pleafed to con- 


fider , | 


1. That the very terme of \eading, or ruling in the 
Church, attributed to Elders, forbids st, for if all are 
Rulers, whofhall be ruled 2 

2. The maine acts of Rule confift of receiving into 
she Church by Baptifme, or otherwife, and ejection ons 
of the Church by cenfure binding and loofing , now thefe 
are committed to the Apoftles, and their {uccef[ors, and 
not to allthe members of the Church. 

3- All have not power to baptixe, therefore not to 


~ veceive into the Church, ney to caft out of the Church. 


My brethren, be not many matters, (aith S Lames, 
3.1. The words of the wife are as goads, and as 
nayles, faftened by the mafters, of aflemblies, 
which are given from one Shepheard, Ecclef. 


CLAOTYY. | 


And whereas fome may (ay, that this power of ruling 
as but minifterially in the officers, and initiatively, 


_ conclufively, and virtually inthe people: If (0, what. 


power ordinarily have the people to contradict the 
minifteriall works and acts of their Officers ? Muft 
the whole Church try all thofe whom their Minifters 
convert abroad, {uppofe among Indians Lefore they may 
baptixe them ?. How can all the Church examine and 
try {uch ? All have not power warrant,lei{ure.pleafure, 
ability, for, and in {uch works, nor can all (beake Indian 
language. | ? 

Doubtleffe the acts of rule by the afficers ws the 


rule of the whole Church, and {oto be taken ordinarily 


without contradiction, elfe there would be no ena 
a3 3 of 
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To the Reader. 





of jangling : And thus taken, the whole Church of Co- 
rinth, 6y S.Pauls command, ({c. by their Minifters) 
were to put away that wicked per{on, and deliver him 
up to Satan, 1 Cor.5.13. and reftore him, and forgive — - 
him,2 Cor.2. and fo all the doubt on that Text is (neer 
I think) refolved. Pita 
| Now that the government at New-England feem- 
eth to make {0 many Church-members (0 many Bifhops, 4 
willbe plaine by this enfuing Difcourfe : for you jal 
here find, that the Churches inthe Bay governe cach 
by all their members unanimonfly, or elfe by the major 
part, wherein every one hath equall vote and fuperfpe- 
étion with their Minifters : and that in their Covenant 
ats exprelfed to be the duty of all the members, to watch 
over one another. And in.time their Churches will be 
more corrupted then now they are . they cannot (as there 
is reafon to feare) avoid it pofibly. How can any now 
deny this to be Anarchie and confufion ? | 
Nay, {ay fome, we will keep out thofe that have not 
true grace. But bow can they certainly difcerne that true 
grace, and what meafure God requireth ? Befides by this 
courfe, they will (it ts tobe feared) in flead of propaga-_ 
ting the Gofpel, (pread heatheni{me . 1m ftead of gaining 
tothe Church, lofe fromthe Church : for when the ma- 
jor part are unbaptixed, as in twenty years undoubtedly 
they will be, by {uch acour{e continued, what is like to 
become of it, but that either they may goe among their 
fellow-heathens the Indians, or rife up againft the, 
Church, and break forth into many grievous diftempers 
among themlelves ? which God, andthe King forbid, I 
Vay. | ‘ 
And that you (courteous Reader )may percer've I have 
rom 
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To the Reader. 


_ from time to time dealt cordially in thefe things, by de- 


claring them impartially to my friends, as I received 
light, I fhall adde in the laft we certaine palfages out 
Letters, (ent by me into England_to that purpofe, and 
conclude, | a, : 

And I doe not this, God knoweth, as delighting to 
Lay open the infirmities of thefe well-affected men, many 
of them my fruends, but that it  necelfary, at this time, 
forthe whole Church of God, and themfelves, as 1 take 
it: Befides, many of the things are not infirmities, but 
fuch as 1 am bound to proteft againft , yet I acknowledge 
there are [ome wife men among them, who would help to 
mend things, if they were able, and I hope will do their 
endeavours. And I think that wifer men then they,coine 
into a wilderneffe to fer up another ftrange government 
differing from thefetled government here, might have 


falne into greater errors then they have done. 


Neither have I the leaft aime to retard or hinder an 
happy and defired reformation of things ami{fe etther 
in Church or Common-wealth, but daily and earneftly 
pray to God Aluughty, the God of Wifdome and Coun- 
fell, that he oleafe foto direct his Royak Majefty, and 
his wife and honourable Counfell, the high Court of Par- 
lament, that they may fall upon {0 due and faire a mo- 
deration, as may be for the glory of God, and the peace 
and fafety of his Royall Majefty, and all his Majefties 
dominions, and good Subjects. - Vale. 


Clements Inne, 


— Jan.17. 1641. 


Thomas Le chford. 
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y Aving been forth of my native 
Countrey,almoft for the {pace 
Yoffoure yeeres laft paft ,-and 
* now through the goodnefle of 

Almighty God returned, ma- 
ny af my friends defiring to 
know of ine the manner of go- 
d ftate of thinss, in the place from 
whence I came, New England, I thinke good to 
declare my knowledge in fuch things, as briefly 
asImay. I conceive, and hope, it may be profi- 
table in thefe times of difquifition, 
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ans,allowed by the generall Court to plant toge- 
ther, at aday prefixed, come togethet., in pub-. 


lique manner, ia fomefit-place , and there con- 


feffe their fins and profeffe their faith , one unto 
another, and being fatisfied’of one anothers faith 
& repentance, they folemlny enterinto a Cove- 
nant with God, and ome an other (which is’ called 
their Church Covenant, andheld by them to 
conftitute aChurch) tothis effect»: aX, 

To forfake the Devill, andall his workes, and 
the vanitiés of the finfull world, ‘and all'their for- 
mer lufts, and corruptions , they have lived and 
walked in, and to cleave unto, and obey the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, as their onely King and Law- 
giver,their onelyPrieft and Prophet,and to walke . 
together with that-Church , in the imry- ofthe 
farehyand ‘brotherly love }’ and:to fubmit them: 
felves one unto an other, inall the ordinances of 
Chrift, to mutuall edification ,an@ comfort, to 
watch over;and fupport one another — 
~ Whereby they are'called the Chruch of fuch _ 
aplace; which before they fay weréno Church, | 
nor ofany Church “except the invifible: After . 
this;they doe'at the fame time, orfome other, 
all being together, elect their own Officers , as 
Paftor, Teacher, Elders , Deacons, ifthey have 


be 
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Newes from New-England. 


fitmen enough to fupply thofe places; elfe, as 
many of themas they can beproyided of... 0.) 
- Then they fet: anotherday for the. ordination 
of their {aid officers, and. appoint fome of them- 
felves to impofe handsupon their officers,which is 
done, in a publiquerday of fafting-and "prayer, 
Where there: are: Minifters:; or Elders}, betore, 
they umpofe their-hands upon the! new Officers : 
But where there is none;there {ome of their chie- 
feftimeny two.dnthree; of good. report)among tt 


themythoug) not ofthe Miniftery, doe, :bynap>. 


pointment of the faid) Church, Jay hands upon 
them. And after thefaid ordination; ifthere are 
any Elders of other Churches prefent,(asiof late 
bhavé knowne divers: have, been:prefent, under 
thefiames of the: Meflengers of the Churches) 
they give the new Officers the:right hand-of fel- 
lowfhip, taking them by the right hand, every 
one feveraliy,:orelfe; fometimes,one: forraine 
Elder, inthe name ofall the reft gives the right 
hand of fellowship, witha fet fpeech unto them. 
Notice is. given in divers. Churches or-other pla- 
ces, ‘beforehand, of thé: gathering ‘of every 
Church, divers weeks before:;:andfoalfv of eve- 


Their ordinati« 
ons, 


The right hand 
of fellowfhip 
by m: flengers 
of Churches, 


ry ordination. And fome Minifters, or others , as 


Meffengers: from other Churches, are ufually 


prefent at fuch: gatherings :of Churches’, and or- 


dinations:' For fometimes, Magiftrates,Captains, 
Gentlemen , and. other meaner: Brethren; are 
made meffengers of Churches, for thofe and-o- 


ther purpofes, never having had impofition of 3 


hands::Andat planting of a Chirch , or gathe- 
: } p.2 ring 








4 | Plaine dealing, 


ring, as they tearme it, one of the Church mef- 
fengers of forraine Churches , examines and 
tries the men to’ be moulded into a Church, dif- 
cerns their faith and repentance, and their Cove- 
nant being before ready made, written, fubfcri- 
bed, and here read and acknowledged, hee: de- 
cerns. and pronounceth them to:bea‘true: Church 
of Chrift, and gives them the right hand of fel- 
lowthip, andall this inthe name of Chrift, and of 
all the »Church-meffengers prefent’,: and their 
Churches: fo did Matter Weld at the founding» of. 
Weymouth Church,or to this effeét. 99 800 00 
And the generall'Court will not allow of any 
: Church otherwife gathered. OTOSISHI Yak 
Somediffer. /Some Minifters have there heretofore,as bhave 
heard, difclaimed the power ‘of their Miniftery 
received in England , but others among them: 
have not. Generally, forthe moft part, they hold 
the Paftors and Teachers offices to be diftinés 
the Teacher to minifter a word of knowledg, the 
Paftor a word of wifdome, but fome hold them 
all ones asinthe Church of Watertowne , there 
are two Paftors ,neither will. that Church fend 
any meffengers to any other Church-gathering 
| or ordination. | 
How members = Whena man or woman commeth to joyne 
riley unto the Church fo gathered, he or fhee commeth 
Church there. tothe Elders in private , at one of their houfes, 
or fome other place appointed , upon the weeke 
dayes, and make knowne their defire , to enter 
into Church-fellowfhip with that Church , and 
then the ruling Elders, orone of them, require, 
| | or 



























Newes from New-Eneland. 


or aske him or her, if he bee willing to make 
known unto them the worke of grace upontheir 
foules ; or how Gud hath beene dealing with 
them about their converfion : which (at Bo/ton) 
the man declareth ufually ftanding , the woman 
fitting.’ Andif they fatisfiethe Elders , and the 
private affembly,(tor divers of the Church,both 
men and women, meet there ufually) that they 
are true beleevers, that they have beene woun- 
ded in their hearts for their originall finne , and 


acuall tranfgreffions ; and can pitch upon {ome | 


promife of free grace in ‘the’ Scripture, for the 
ground of their faith, and that they finde their 
hearts drawne to beleeve in Chrift Jefus, for 
their juftification and falvation, and thefe in the 
minifterie of the Word, reading or conference: 


. and that they know competently the fumme of 


Chriftian faith. And fometimes, though they be 
not cométo a full affurance of their good eftate 
in Chrift- Then afterwards, in covenient time, in 
the publique aflembly of theC hurch,notice is gi- 
ven by one of the ruling Elders, that fuch aman, 
or woman, by name, defireth to enter into 
Church-fellowfhip with them, and therefore if 
any know any thing,or matter of offence againft 
them, for their unfitneffe to joyne with them, fuch 
are required to bring notice thereof to theElders; 
clfe, that any who know them’, or can fay any 
thing for their fitneffe, be ready to give teftimo- 
ny thereof, when they fhall be called forth be- 
fore the whole Church. 

Ifthere ‘be matter of -offence, itis firft heard 


B 3 , before | 








The ufuall 
termes whe1e- 
upon. 
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petusre not before the Elders, and if the party fatishe them, 
heard in pre andthe offended, in private, for private offen- 
vac,  -—- CeS, and promife to {atisfie in publique, for pub- 
| " lique offences; then, upon another day, one of . 
the ruling Elders calleth forththe party,by name, : 
in the publique aflembly of the Church, and be-. , 
fore ftrangers, and whomfoever prefent,. moft: 
commonly upon the Lords day, after evening 
exercifes,and fometimes upon a week day, when 
all the Church have notice to be prefent.. .., 
Dilatorie pro- . Lhe party appearing in the, midft of the, At. 
ecedings in ad- fembly, or fome conyenient place, the ruling 
has. -Blder fpeaketh inthis manner: Brethren of this 
- congregation, this man, or. woman A. B. hath 
been-heretofore propoundedito, you, defiring toy 
enter into Church-fellowfhip with. us , and we. 
have not, fince that, heard any thing from any. _ 
of youtothe contrary, of the parties admittance, 
but that we may\goe on.to. receive him; There-. 
fore. now, ifany of you know any. thing; againtt; 
him, why he may not be admitted, you may. yet. 
fpeak.. Then after fome filence he proceedeth,, 
Seeing no man {peaketh to the contrary. of his, 
admiffion, if any of youknow any thing,tofpeak 
for his receiving, we defire you, give teftimony 
thereof tothe Church, as you were alfo former-. 
ly defired to.be ready therewith, and expreffe 
your {elves.as briefly as you may, andtoas good 
hearing... Whereupon, fometimes, men do {peak 
to the contrary,in cafe they have not heard ofthe 
propounding, and fo ftay the party for that time 
alfo, tillthis new. offence.be heard. before the 
| | Elders, 
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Elders,fo that fometimesthere is a {pace of di- 


vers moneths between’ a parties firft propoun- 
ding and receiving ; andfome arefo bafhfull, as 
that they choofe rather to goe without the Com- 
munion, then undergoe fuch* publique confeffi- 
ons‘anditryals, but that is held their fault. 


thefe A ee ‘confeffions ‘be nor extremes, and whether fome private Paftorall ot 
Presbyteriall collation jleft at hberty, wpon caufe, and ‘in cafe of trouble ofconfcientes _ 
asin the Church of England is approved,be not better then thofe extremes, I leave 


‘ 


he wife‘and learned to judge. ; 

* But when none fpeaketh'to the contrary, then 
fome one, two, or three, or more of the Brethren 
fpeak their opinions ofthe party, giving inftances 


in fome ‘godlineffe and good converfation of his, - 


or ‘fome other recommendation is made,and that 
they are willing (if the Church thereto confent) 
for their part, to give him the right hand of fel- 
lowthip. , | 

“Which done, the Elder turneth his fpeech to 
the party tobe admitted, and requireth him, or 


- fometimes asketh him, ifhe be willing to make 


knowne tothe congregation the work of grace 
upon his foule’; and biddeth him, as briefly, and 
audibly, to as good hearing as ‘he’ can, to doé 

the'fame?s © ae 
Thereupon the party, ifitbe a man, {peaketh 
hinifelfes but if it be’a woman, her confeffion 
made'before the Blders; in privace, is moft ufi- 
ally (in Boffow’ Church) read by the Paftor, who 
regiftred the fame. At Salem the women {peake 
themfelves, for the moft pare, in the Church, 
but of late it is faid, they doe this upon the week 
dayes there, and nothing isdone onl Sunday, but 
their 
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Theiy profef- 
fion of faith, 


Officers in the 
Church. 


Their duties 
or offices. 


* 


Members du- 
tics 


their entrance into Covenant. The mam inva fo: 





lemne fpeech, fometimes aquarter of an-houre » 


longy fhorter or longer, declareth the work ot 


grace in his foule, tothe fame purpofe, as; that 


before the Elders formerly mentioned); 03.50: 
Thenthe Elder requireth the’ party,to make 
profeffion of his faith, which alfo is done either. 
by queftions and anfwers, ifthe party be weake, 
or elfe in a folemne fpeech according to the 
{umme and tenour of the Chriftian, faith laid 
downe in the Scriptures, defining faith , and 
fhewing how it is wrought by the Word, and 


Spirit of God, defining a Church to be a compa- 


ny of beleevers gathered out of the world, by the 
Word preached, and holy Spirit , and knit toge- 
ther by an holy Covenant, that there are in the 
Church remaining fuch and fuch ofhcers , and 
members, as aforefaid:: Thatis to fay, Paftors 
and Teachers, ruling Elders, Deacons and Dea- 
conefles, or Widowes; and fuch-and fuch are 


their offices and duties in particular, vs, the Pa- 


{tor to exhort, and befides to rule; the Teacher 
to inftrué in knowledge, and likewife to’ rule; 
the ruling Elder to affift Paftor and Teacher in 
ruling, as the Levites ;were given tothe Priefts 
for helps, and to feeto whomfoever comming 
into, or to goe forth of the Church, by admoni- 
tion,or excommunication; the Deacon to receive 
the contributions ofthe Church, and faithfully 
to difpofe the fame; the Deaconeffes to fhew 
mercie with chearfulnefle, and to minifterto the 
fick and voore brethren: the members all, “6 
| atc 











one 
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watch over and fupport one an other in. brother- 


Jyilows  .bovi022" ay : 

- Notivithftanding; there-was>a Sermon lately 
made by Mafter Cetton in october, Anno i 6 40. 
upon 1 Cors11.15. touching herefies , which 
was fince commonly there called the Sermon 
of the: twelve Articles , wherein was decla- 
red, that thereare twelve Articles of Religion, 
which maintained by aay , the Church may re- 
ceive them, and keepe fellowfhip withthem; but 
the ignorant of them after inftrugtion and feanda: 
lous fins unrepented; excludefrom the fellow- 
fhip of the Church. The faid Articles were to 
this effect: Firft, that there arethree Perfons in 
one God, the Father, the Sonne , and the holy 
Spirit. Secondly, that this God made , and go- 
vernsallthe World,and that he is a rewarder of 
the good, and punifher of the evill. Thirdly, 
that this God alone isto be worfhiped. Fourthly; 
this worfhip of God is inftituted in his written 
Word , not the precepts of men. Fiftly , that 
from the fall of Adam, we have not fo worfhiped 
God, but have all finned, and deprived our felves 
ofithe reward promifed, and therefore ‘are undet 
thecurfe by nature. Sixthly, that we are by na- 
ture utterly unable torefcue our felves fiom this 


_eurfe. Seventhly, that Jefus Chriftthe eternall 


Sorine of God, in fulneffe of timé took upon him 
our naturé;and was made flefhfor us , and by his 
death and {ufferings, redeemed his ele from fin, 
and death. Eighthly, that’ Chrift Jefus, and 
falvation.by him, is offered , and given in thé 
Oi Gofpell, 
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Gofpell, unto every one that beleeveth in his 
name, andonely by fuch received. Ninthly, 
that no mancan: come unto Chrift, nor beleeve 
on him,except the Father draw him by his Word 
and Spirit. Tenthly , whom the Lord draws to 
him by. his Word.and Spiricthem he juftiftesfree- 
ly by his grace, and/according to his truth not by 
works. Eleventhly,where the foule is juftified, iris 
alfo regenerate and fanétified. Twelfthly , this 
regeneration and fanétification is ftillimperteé in 
this life. And unto all is added this generall Artis 
cle, That fuch as walke after this rule, fhall arife 
to everlafting life, and thofe that walk other- 
wife, fhall arife to everlafting condemnation, in 
theday of Judgement: That the knowledge and 
beliefe of thefe are of the foundation of Religion : 
But things touching the foundation of Churches, as 
Baptifme, Impofition of hands ignorance in 
thefe may hinderthe meafure of our reward in 
heaven , not communion with: the Church on 
earth, Exceptions againft the Apoftles Creed 
were thefe: That it is not of neceflity to beleeve 
Chrifts defcent into hell in any fenfe; That it is 
notin that Creed contained, that the Scripture 
is the onely rule ‘of Gods worfhip; nor doth it 
fo dire@ly fet forththe point of Juftification. 

And alfo I remember Mafter Kaolles, now one 
of the Paftors at Watertowne, when he firft came 
to be admitted at Boffon, never made any menti- 
on in his profesfion of faith, of any Officers of the 
Church in particular, or their duties,and yet was 
reecived. | i 
. The 
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~The party having finifhed his Difcourfes of his 
confeffion, and proteffion of ‘his faith, the Elder 
againe fpeaketh to the congregation: Brethren 
of the congregation, if what you have heard of, 
from this party, doe not fatisfie you, as to move 
youto give him the right hand of fellowfhip , ute 
your liberty, and declare your mindes therein ; 
And. then, after fome filence , if none except a- 
gainft the parties expreffions,(as often fome mem- 


Ii 


Right hand: 6f | 
fellowship gi- : I} 
vento bre- 


thren, 


The whole 


bers doe) then the Elder proceedeth, faying, But Shurch = 


if yoware fatisfied with that you have heard of, 
and from him, expreffe your willingneffe , and 
confent to receive him , by your afuall fiene, 
which is erection and extention of the right hand. 
This done, fometimes they proceede to admit 
more members, allafter the fame manner , for 
the moft part, two, three, foure, or five, or more 
together, as they have time, {pending fometimes 
almofta whole afternoonetherein. And then the 
Elder calleth all them, that‘are to be admitted, by 
name,and rehearfeth the covenant,on their parts, 
‘tothem, which they publiquely fay, they doe 
promife, by the helpe of God, to performe: And 
then the Elder,in the name of the Church,promi- 
feth the Churches part of the covenant, to the 
new admitted members. Sothey are received, 
or admitted. | 
Then they may receive the Sacrament of the 
Lords fupper with them, andtheir children bee 
baptized, but not before: alfo till then they may 
not be freemen of the Common-wealth, but be- 
ing received in the Church they may. 
| : OF Some- 


leth, 
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the faimily. 


Offences, how 
heard in pub- 
lique, 


. The ibil e 


Church ruling 
and ufurping 
the keyes. 


* Whether,a 
grave and ju- 
dicious confi- 
ftorie of the 
Bithop well af- 
fitted be nor a 
greatdeale bet- 
ter, I leave to 
our fuperiours 
rodetermine, 


Who denounce 
Church cen- 
fures. 


Dic Ecclesia. 


* This agrecth 
with the rule 
in England. 


Admonition. y, 


~ Plaine dealing, i 


Sometimes the: Matter is admitted, and notthe 
fervant, ¢ ¢ contra : the husbandisreceived, and 
not the wife ; and onthe contrary, the child,and 
not the parent. JR: HONS 33 I DAOV SAF A ¢. 

Alfo all matters of: publique offence are heard 
& determined in publique,before:all the Church, 
(and ftrangers too in Bo/fomnotfoin otherplaces) 
The party is called forth, and the matter. decla- 
red and teftified by two witneffes, then he is put 
to anfwer:. Which finifhed, one of the ruling: El- 
ders asketh the *congregation ifthey are fatisfied 
with the parties expreffions 7 If they are, he re- 
quireth them to ufe their /sberty, and declare their 
fatishedneffe; Ifnot,and that they hold the party 
worthy ofadmonition or excommunication, that 
they witneffe their affent thereto by their filence. 
If they-be filent,the fentence is denounced. Ifit be 
for defaults in erroneous opinions wnely,the Tea- 
cher, they fay, is to denounce the fentence, If 
for matter of ill manners, the Paftor denounceth 
it; the ruling Elders doe not ufually denounce any 
fentence : But I have heard, a Captaine delivered 
one to Satan,in the. Church at Dorchefter, in the 
abfence of their Minifter. reals 

Ordinarily, matter of offence isto be brought 
tothe Elders in private , they. may not otherwife 
tell the * Church in ordinary matters, and fo it hath 
ie declared in publique, by the Paftors of 
Bofton, ’ | 

The admonifhed mutft,in good manners,abftain 
from the Communion,and mutt goe onto fatisfie 
the Church, elfe Excommunication follows. 

‘The 
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‘The excommunicate is held ws: an Heathen and ©xcommuni- 

Publican: Yetit hath been declared at Boftos in “"°™ 
divers cafes, that children may eare with their 
parents excommunicate; that an elected Magi- 

“ftrate excommunicate may hold his place, but 

_ better another were chofen., that an hereditary 
Magiftrate, though excommunicate, is to be o- 

- -beyed ftill'in civill things ; that the excommuni- 
cate perfon. may come and heare the Word, and 
be prefentar Prayer, fo that he give not publique 
oftence, bytakingupan eminent place in the Af- 
fembly: But at New-haven,alias Ouinapeag,where 
Matter Davexzport is Paftor, the excommunicate 
isheld out of the meeting, atthe doore, if he will 
heare, in froft,{now, and raine. Moft an-end, in 
the Bay, they ufe good moderation, and forbea- 
vance in their cenfures : Yet I have known a Gen- 
tlewoman excommunicate , for fome indifcreet 
words, with fome ftifneffe maintained, faying, A 
brother, and others, fhe feared,did confpire to ar- 
bitrate the price of Joyners worke of a chamber 
too high, and endeavouring to bring the {ame in- 
tocivill cognizance, not proceeding to take two . 
or three to convince the party, and fo to tell the 
Church,(though thee firftroldtheparty of it)and 
this without her husband, I feare fhe is not yet 
abfolved, Tam fure fhe was not upon the third 
or Auguft lat, when we loofed from Boftox. 

There hath been fome difference about jurif 

di&tions , or cognizance of caufes: Some have 
held ; that in caufes betwecne brethren of the 
Church, the matter fhould be firft told the 
2 | Church, 


Cofnizance of 
caules, 



















































Churches in- 
dependent. 


D fference of ' 
rule in Chur- « 
ches, 


Confifiory. 

A better Con- 
fiftory is, and 
may be confti- 
tuted in Eng- 


lind. 
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Church, before they goe tothe civill Magiftrate, 
becaufe all caufes in. ditference doeamount, one 
way or other, to a matter of offence ; and that all 
criminall matters concerning Church members, 
fhould be firft heard by the Church. But thefe” 
opinionifts are held, by the wifer fort, not to 


know the dangerous iffues and confequences of 


{uch tenets. The Magiftrates, and Church-lea- 


ders, labour for a juft and equall correfpondence 


in juri{dictions, not to intrench one on the other, 
neither the civill Magiftrates to be exempt from 
Ecclefiafticall cenfure ; nor the Minifters from 
Civill: & whether Ecclefiafticall, or Civillpower 
firft begin to lay hold of a man, the fame to pto- 
ceed, not barring the other to intermeddle. | 
Every Church hath power of government in, 
and by it felfe ; andino Church, or Officers,have 


power over one another but by way of advice or 


counfaile, voluntarily given or befoughr, faving 
that the generall Court, now and then, over-rule 
fome Church matters : and of late, divers of the 
Minifterie have had fet meetings to orderChurch 
matters; whereby itis conceived they bend to- 
wards Presbyterian rule. 

In Bofton,they rule, moft an-end, by unanimous 
confent, if they can, both in admisfions,and cen- 
fures, and other things. In Salem, they rule by 
the major part of the Church: Y ou that are fo 
minded hold up your hands; youthat are other- 
wife minded, hold up yours. 

In Boffon, when they cannot agree ina matter, 
they will fometime referre it to fome fele& bre- 
7 thren 
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thren to heare and end, or tocertifie the Church, 
andany brethren, that will, to be prefent at the 
difcufle in private. il OF BBL: 3S, 

Some Churches have no ruling Elders, fome 
but one, fome but one teaching Elder,fome have 
two ruling, and two teaching Elders; fome one, 
fome two or three Deacons; fome. hold that one 
Minifter is enough for a {mall number of people ; 
No Church there hath a Deaconefle, as far as I 


cast 


Alfo when a Miniter preacheth abroad, in ano- 
ther congregation , theruling Elder of the place, 
_ after the Pfalme fung, faying publiquely ; If this 
prefent brother hath any word of exhortation 
tor the people, at thistime, inthe name of God 
let;him, fay. on; thisis held prophefying. Alfo 
the confeffions or fpeeches made by members 
to be admitted, have beene by fome held pro- 
phefying, and when brother exercifeth in his 


Difference m 
number of Of- 
ficers, 


Chappels of 


eafe, 


 Thefe,you fee, 


are neceflary in 
Eneland in 
fome places. 


1 adage 
Prophef ing, 


Prophefying , 
or 


Preaching by 
Licence. 


It ought not to. 
be otherwaies 
in England, 


own 
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own congregation (as at Salem they doe fomie- 
times) taking a text of Scripture,and handling the 
fame according to his ability. Notwathf{tanding, 
it is generally held in the Bay,by fome of the moft 
grave and learned men amongft them , that none 
fhouldundertake to prophefie in publique, unlefle 
he intend the worke of the Miniftery, and fo in 
fome places, asin’ {chooles* , andnot abroad, 
without they have both impofition of hands,and 
miffion, or permiflion, becaufe prophecie pro- 
perly hath ies: denomination from under anding 
propheticall Scriptures ; which to ‘know -difcreetly 
to handle, requireth good pret: , skill in 
tongues, great fidelicy, and good confcience. 


Te E publique worfhip is in as faire a meeting 
houfeas they:canprovide, wherein, in -moft 
places, they have beene'at great charges. Every 
Sabbath or Lords day , they come together at 
Bofton, by wringing of a bell , about nine of the 
clock or before.. The Paftor begins with folemn 


- prayer continumg about a quarter of an houre. 
. The ‘Feacher then ‘readeth and ¢xpoundeth 2: 


Ghapter; Then a Pfalmeisfung , which ever - 


_ one of the ruling Elders di@ates. After that the 


Paftor. preachetha Sermon, and fometimes ex 
tempore exhorts. Then the 'T eacher concludes: 
with prayer, and a bleffing. 

Oncea moneth is a Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, whereof notice is given ufually a fete 
| efore 
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before, and then all others departing fave the 1 | 
Churth, which isa great deale leffe in number E 
then'thofethat go¢away,they receive the. Sacra+ 
ment, the Minifters:and ruling Elders fitting ‘at 
the Table, the reft in their feats,’ or upon forms: 
All cannot fee the Minifter confecrating, unlefie 
they ftand up, and make a narrow fhift. ‘The one 
of the teaching Elders prayes-betore;\\and blef- 
feth, and confecrates the Bread and Wine,accor- 
ding to the words of Inftitution ; the other prays 
after the receiving of all the members : and next 
Communion; they change turnessihethav began 
at that , ends at this: and the .Minifters: deli- 
vet the Bread in a Charger to fome of the chiefey, 
and peradventure gives to a few the Bread into 
their hands, and they deliver the Charger from 
one to another, till all have eaten; in like man- 
ner the cup, till all have dranke, goes from. one 
to another, Thena Pfalme’is fung, and with a 
fhort bleffing the congregation is -difmiffed. Any 
one, though not ofthe Church, may, in Boffon, 
come in, and* fee the Sacrament > * Once 1 Medd ‘without one of the 
adminiftred, if he wills: But none does; and looked in, and faw 
5 ; boty the adminiftration : Befides,I have 
of any Church in the Country may « had credible relation. ofall the par- 
receivethe Sacrament there, with-. ticulars from fom: of the membces. 
out leave of the congregation, for which pur- 
-pofe he comes:to oneof the! ruling Elders, who 
propounds his name'to the'‘congregation, before 
they goe tothe Sacrament. 
~> About two in the after-noone, they repaire to afernoone, 
the meeting-houfe againe, and then’ the Paftor 
begins; as before noone, and a Pfalme-being 
Y D fung, 
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{ung,the Teacher makes a Sermon.He was wont, 

when I came firft, to reade and expound a Chap- 
ter allo before his Sermon inthe afternoon. After 

and before his Sermon; he prayethe 2: 








| Baptifinem -° After that .enfues Bapti{me, if there’ be any, 
which is done, by either Paftor.or Teacher,in the 
Deacons feate , the moft’ eminent place in the 
| Church; next under the Elders feate, The Paftor 


moft commonly makes a fpeech or exhortation 
tothe Church, and parents concerning Baptifme,, 
; and then prayeth before and after. Iris done by 
= | wafhing or {prinkling. One of the: parents baie 
q ofthe Church, the childe may be baptized, anc 
| the Baptifme is intothe namie ofthe Father, and 
i of the Somne, andof the holy Gheft. No fureties are 
required. ieee. a ' 
Contribuion. -/ Which ended, follows the contribution,one of 
theDeacons faying, Brethren of thecongregation, 
now thereis time left-for contribution, wherefore 
as God hath profpered you, fo freely offer. Up- 
on fome extraordinary occafions, as building and 
repairing of Churches or meeting-houfes , or O- 
ther neceffities , the: Minifters: preffe a liberall 
contribution, with effectuall exhortations out of 
Scripture. TheMagiftrates and chiefe Gentlemen 
firft, and then the Elders, and.allthe congregati- 
omof men, and mofofthemthat arenot of the 
Church, all fingle perfons, widows, and; women 
in abfence of their husbands; come up one after 
another one way, and: bring’ their offerings to 
the Deacomat hisfeate-, and put it intoa box 
of wood. for the purpofe, if ic bee money or 
. ve papers; | 
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papers; if it be any other chattle, they fet it or lay 
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it downe before the Deacons,-and’ fo paffe ano- 
ther way to their featsagaine. This contribution 


ner 
is of money,or papers,promifing fo much money: é 


Lhave feenea faire gilt cup witha cover , offered / 
there by one, which is ftill ufed at the Communi- 

on. Which moneys, and goods the Deacons dift 

pofc towards the maintenance of the Minifters, 

and the poore of the Church, and the Churches 

occafions , without making account , ordina- 

rily. 

- But in Salem Church , thofe- onely that are Differences in 
of the Church, offer in publique, the reft are contributions. 
required to give to the Minifteries-bycolledti- 

on, attheir houfes. At fome other places they 

make a rate upon every man, as well within, as 

not of the Church, refiding with them, towards 

the Churches occafions ; and others are beho]- 

ding, now andthen, to the generall Court , to 

ftudy. wayes to enforce the maintenance of the 

Minifterie. 

This done, then followes admiffion of mem- Admiflions, 
bers, or hearing matters of offence, or other Offences. 
things , fometintes till it be very late. If they 
have time, after this , is fung a Pfalme » and 


then the Paftor concludeth with a Prayer and a 


bleffing. reais 
~ Upon the week dayes, there are Le@ures in Lectures, 
divers townes, and in Bofton, upon Thurfdayes, Eee tote 
when Matter Cotton teacheth out of the Revelari- 
on. There are dayes of fafting, thanksgiving, 

3 and 
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qe not and -prayers upon, dccafions ; but.no “holy 
dayes & umes, ayes, except the Sunday. i avg 
and fet feafls, as well as fet, Synods in the Reformed. Churches; >; 
holy dayes as well as the fift of November, and the dayes of Purim among the Jews? 
Befides, the commemoration of the blefled and heavenly myfteries of our ever bicfled 
Saviour, and the good examples and piety of the Saints? What time is there for the 
moderate recreation of youth and fervants, bur after divine tervices un moft of thefe 
dayes, fecing that upon the Sunday it is juftly held unlawfull ? And fure enough, at 
- New-England, the Mafters will and muft: hold. their! fervants to their labour more 
then in other Countries well planted is, needfulls therefore Ithink eventhey; thould 
doe well to adinit~ of fome Holy dayes too, as nota few of the. wifer fort among them 
hold neceflary and expedient. ane 





Linle reading, In fome Churches , nothing is ‘read on.the 
catechizing. = Fe day of the weeke, or Lords day), but a 
Pfalme dictated’ before 
or afterthe Sermon, as 
at Hingham, there is no 
catechizing of children 
-or others:in any. Church; 
(except, » eins. Concord 
Church’, & in other pla- 
- ces, of thofe.adinitted,in 
their receiving:) the reafon given by fome ts, be- 
caufe when people .come to ;-bés:admitred,, the 
Church. hath tryalb of their knowledge: faath, 
and repentance, .and they wanta direct Scripture 
for Minifters catechizing ; As if, Gee teach all Na- 


¢ Whereas in England every Sunday are read. 
in publique, Chapters and Pfalmes~ in every 
Church, befides the qkeameeng @ Commin- 
dements, Epiftle and Gofpell, the Creed and o- 
ther good formes and catechizings , and befides 
what is read upon: Holy dayes and cther’dayes 
both in the parith, and Cathedrall and Collegiat 
Churches, & in the Univerficies, and other Chap- 
pels,the benefit whereof, doubt fle,-all-wife men 
will acknowledge to be exceeding great, as well 
as publique preaching and expounding. 





God be thanked, the generall, Corirt :was. fo 
wife, in Ivae laft,as to,.ehjoyn, or takefome courfe 
for fuch catechizing, as lam mformed, but know: 
not the way laid. downin particular;how it fhould 
be done. a ae | Chey 
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 b And. why ‘not - 


tions, and Traine up 4 childe inthe way he fhould goe,- 
-did not reach to Minifters catechizings:, But, 


~ 
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. They call the dayes of the weeke, beginning 


at the firft, fecond, third, forth, fifth, fixth, and 
feyenth, which is Saturday : the moneths: begin 


at March, by the names of the firft, fecond , and 


fo forthto.the twelfth,which is February: becaufe 
they would avoid all memory of heathenifh and 


idols zames : And furely it is good to overthrow 


heathenifme by all good wayes and meanes, But 
there hath not been any fent forth by any Church 
to learne the Natives language, or to inftruct 


_them in the Religion, Firft,becaufe they fay they 


have not to do with them being without, unlefi¢ 
they cometo heare and learn Englifh. Second- 
ly, fome fay out of Rev.15. laft, it 1s not probable 
that anynation more can be converted,til the cal- 
ling of the Jews ; t74 the feven plagues finifhed none 
was able-toenter into the Temple, thatis, the Chri- 
ftian Church, and the feventh yiall is not yet pou- 


red forth , and: God knowes when it will bee. 


Thirdly, becaufe ali Churches among them are 
equall, and all Officers equall , and fo betweene 
many, nothing is done that way. They muft all 
therefore equally beare the blame, for indeede 
Ihumbly.conceive that by their principles , no 
Nation can or could ever be converted. There- 


~ fore, iffo, by their principles how can any Nati- 


on be governed ¢ They have nothing to excufe 


themfelves in this point of not labouring withthe 


Indians to inftruc& them, but their wantofa fta- 

ple trade; and other bufineffes taking them up. 
And itis true, this may-excufe a tanto. ; 

Of late fomeChurches are of opinion,that any 

LY 3 may 
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Day es and 
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Negle& of in- 
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* The Cove- 
nant of Grace 
‘of the New 
Teftament,it is 
true makes the 
whole: univer- 
fall Church of 
Chrift, and 
every part 
thereof, or at 
leaft belong- 
eth thereunto : 
but allowing 
Churches a 
Covenant of 
Reformation 
tending to the 
bett r ordering 
and well-being 
of themfelves, 
and for other 
politique re- 
fpects this is as 
much as they 
ar N. ew-Eng- 
landcan juftly 


may be admitted to Chureh-fellowthip , that are 
not extremely ignorant or {candalous: but this 
they are not very forward to practice, except 
at Newberry. Befides, many good people {cruple 
their Church Covenant, fo highly tearmed by 
the moft of them, a part ofthe * Covenant of 
grace ,and particularly, one Mafter Martin for 
{aying in argumentation, that their Church Co- 
venant was an humane invention , and that they 

will not leave tillit came to the {words point, was 

fined ten pounds, his cow taken and fold for the 
money. A Minifter ftanding upon his Miniftery, 

as of the Church of Exgland, and arguing againtt 

their Covenant, and beeing elected by fome: of 
Weymouth to be their Minifter , was compelled to 

recant fome words; one that made the election, & 
got hands to the paper,was fined 10. pounds, and 

thereupon {peaking afew croffe words, 5. pound 

more, and payed it downe prefently ; Another of 
them for faying one ofthe Minifters of the Bay 

was a Brownift, or had a Brownifticall head, and 

for a {uppofed lie,was whipt : and all thefe by the 

generall or quarter civill Courts. | 


make ot their Covenant, and fome that are judicious among themfelyes have ac- 
knowledged it: And yst,even this, unlefle is be made and guided by good counfell and 
held with dependance and concatenation upon fome chiefe Church or Churches, may 
tend to much divifion and confufion,. as is obvious to the underftanding of thofe thar 


are bur a little verfedin ftudy of chefe points. 


Touching 
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Newes from New-England. as 
Touching the government of the Common- 
ahi NaN Weale there. 
-TOne may now be: a Freeman of that Com- Eeclefia ve- 
Qnans. 


mon-wealth, being a Societie or Corpo- 
ration, named by the. name of the Gevernour, 
Deputy Governour , and Afiftants of the: Soctetse of 
the Mattachufets Bayin New-England , unlefle he be 
a Church member amongft them. None have 
voice in elections of Governours,, Deputy, and 
Affiftants, none are to be Magiftrates , Officers, 
or Jurymen, grand or petite, but Freemen. The 
Minifters give their votes in all elections of Magi- 
{trates. Now the moft of the perfons at New- 
England are not admitted of their Church, and 
therefore are not Freemen , and whenthey come 
to be tryed there, beit for life or limb, name or 
eftate, or whatfoever, they muft bee tryed and 
judged too by thofe of the Church, who are ina 
fort their adverfaries: how equall that hath been, 
or may be, fome: by experience doe know,others 
may judge. tise 

~The manner of the ele@ions isthis: At firft, 
the chiefe Governour and Magiftrates were cho- 
fen in London , by rection. of hands, by all the 
Free-men of this Societys Since the tran{mitting of 
the Patent into New-Zagland, the clédion is not 
by voices, nor erection of hands, but by papers, 
thus : 

.. The generall. Court-eleftory, fitting, where 
are prefent inthe Church, or meeting-houfle at 
| Bafton, 


Elections of 
the Gover- 
nour & chiefe 
Magiftrates, 
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Boffon, the old Gevernour, Deputy, and all the 
Magiftrates, and twoDeputies or Burgeffes for 
every towne, or at leaft one, all the Freemenare 
biddentocome in at one doore, and bring their 
votes in paper; for the.new Governour, and de-- 
liver them downe upon the- table, before the 
Court, and fo to paffe forth at another doore: 
Thofe that are abfent, fend their votes by pro- 
xies. All being delivered in, the votes are coun- 
ted, and according to the major part, the old Go- 
vernour pronounceth, that fuch an one is chofen 
Governour for the yeare enfuing. Then the Free- 
men ,.in like manner, bring their votes for the 
Deputy Governour, who being alfo chofen, the 
Governour propoundeththe Affiftants one after 
the other. New Affiftants are, oflate, put in no-— 
mination , by an order of general Court, before- 
hand to be confidered of : If a Freeman give in a 
blanck, that rejects the man named ; if the Free- 
man makes any mark with a: pen upon the paper 
which he brings, that eleéts the man named; 
then the blancks: and marked papers are num- 
bred, and according to the major part-of either, 
the man in nomination ftands elected or reje@ed. 
And fo forall the Affiftants. And after every new 
election, which is,by their Patent, to be upon the 
laft Wednefday in every Eafter Terme; the new 
Governour and Officers are all new fworn. The 
Governourand Affiftants choofe the Secretary. 
And all the Court confifting of Governour, De- 
puty, Affiftants, and Deputies of towns, give 
their votes as wellas the reft, and the cutie, 
an 
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and Elders, and all Church-officers » have their 
votes alfo in all thefe elections of chiefe Magi- 
ftrates. Conftables, and all other inferiour Off- 


cers, are {worn in the generall, quarter, or other 


Courts,or before any Affiftant.. 

Every Free-man , when he is admitted, takes 
a ftridt oath, tobe true to the Society, or jurif- 
dition: In which oath. I doe not remember 
exprefied that ordinary faving, which is and 
ought to bein all oathes to other Lords, Seving 
the faith and truth which I-beare to our Sove- 


raigne Lord the King, though, I hope, it may be 


implyed. 

‘There are two generall Courts, one every 
halfe yeare, whereinthey make Lawes or Ordi- 
nances::The Minifters advife in making of Laws, 
efpecially Ecclefiafticall, and are prefent in 
Courts, and advife in fome fpeciall caufes cri- 
minall, and in framing of Fundamentall Lawes : 
But not many Fundamental! Lawes are yet efta- 
blifhed : which, when they doe,they muft,by the 
words of their Charter, make according to the 
Laws of England,or not contrary thereunto. Here 


they make taxes and levies. 


There are befides foure quarter Courts for the 
whole Jurifdiction, befides other petie Courts, 
one every quarter, at Bofton, Salem, and Ipfwich, 
with their feverall jurifdictions , befides every 
towne, almoft, hath a petie Court for {mall debts, 
and tref{paffes under twenty fhillings. 


25 


Freemen, their 
oath, 


Courts and 
Laws, 


In the generall Court ,. or great quarter ABions and 
Courts, before the Civill Magiftrates, aretryed “* 


all 
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all actions and caufes civill and criminall.,. and 
alfo Ecclefiafticall, efpecially touching. non- 
members: And they themfelves fay, that inthe 
generall and quarter Courts,they have the power _ 
of Parliament, Kings Bench , Common Pleas, 
Chancery, High Commiffion, and, Star-cham- 
ber, and all other Courts. of England, and in di- 
vers cafes have exercifed:that power upon the 
Kings Subjeéts there, as is not dithcult to prove. 
They have put to death,banifhed, fined men, cut 
off mens cares, whipt, smprifoned men, and all 
thefe for Ecclefiafticall and Civillsoffences, and 
without fufficient record. In the leffer quarter 
Courts are tryed, in fome, aétions under ‘ten 
pound, in Bo/fer, under twenty, and all crimunall 
caufes not touching life. or member. From the 
\petie quarter Courts, or other Court, the par- 
ties may appeale to. the great: quarter Courts, 
from thenceto the generall Court, from swhich 


'thereis noappeale, they day: Notwithftanding, 


‘IT prefume their Patent-doth referve ‘and :provide 
tor Appeales, in fome cafes, :to the Kings Ma- 
jelty. : | 

The generall and .great quarter ‘Courts are 
kept intheCharchmeeting-houfe at Boftow. Twice 
ayearejin the {aid great quarter Courts held be- 
fore the generall Courts, are,two..grand Juries 
fworne forthe JurifdiGtion, one for ome Court, 
and the otherfor the other, sand they are.:char- 
ged to enquire and prefent offences reduced, by 
the. Governour; who-gives'thecharge, moit an- 
end, under the Heads.of the rez COMMER ASS? 
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Newes from New-England.- 
Anda draught of a body of fundamental! laws, 
according to the judiciall Laws of the Jews hath 
been contrived bythe Miniffers and Magiffrates, 
and offered to the generall Court to be eftablith- 
ed and publifhed to the people to be confidered 
of, and this fince his Majefties command came 





to them to fend over their Patent: Among which | 


Lawes, that was one I excepted againft, as you 
may fee inthe paper following, entituled, of the 


Church her liberties, prefented to the Governour and 


Magiftrates of the Bay, 4. Martit, 1639. Notwith- 
ftanding, a by-law, to that or the like effe@, hath 
been made,. and was held of force there when I 
came thence: yet I confeffe I have heard one of 
their wifeft {peak of an intention to repeale the 
fame Law. 

Matters of debt, tre{paffe, and upon the cafe, 
and equity, yea and of herefie alfo, are tryed by 
a Jury. Which although it may feeme to be in- 
different, and the Magiftrates may judge what 
is Law, and what is equall, and fome ofthe chief 
Minifters informe what is herefie, yet the Jury 
may findea generall verdict, ifthey pleafe, and 
feldome is there any fpeciall verdict found by 
them, with deliberate arguments made thereup- 
on; which breeds many inconveniences. 

. The parties are warned to challenge any Jury- 
man before he be {worn; but becaufe there is but 
one Jury ina Court fortryallof caufes , and all 
parties not prefent at fis {wearing; the liberty 
of challenge is much hindred, and {ome inconve- 
niencies doe happen thereby. Jurors are a 
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by the Marfhall, he was at firft called the Bedle 
of the Societie. Seldome is there any matter of 
record, faving the verdi& many times at randome 
taken and entred, which is alfo called the judg- 
ment. And for want of proceeding duly upon re- 
cord,the government is cleerely arbitrary,accor- 
ding to the difcretions of the Judges and Magi- 
ftrates for the time being. And humbly I appeale 
to his royall Majefty , and his honourable and 
ereat Gounfell, whether or no the proceedings in 


_ {uch matters as come to be heard before Eccle- 


fiafticall Judges , be not fic to be upon Record; 
and whether Regifters, Advocates , and Procu- 
rators, benot neceflary to affift the poore and 
unlearned in their caufes, and that according to 
the warrant and intendment of holy Writ, and of 
right reafon. I have knowne by experience , and 
heard divers have fuffered wrong by default 
of fuch in New-England. 1 feare itis nota little 
degree of pride and dangerous improvidence to 
flight all former lawes of the Church or State, 
cafes of experience and precedents, to go ham- 
mer out new , according to feverall exigencies; 
upon pretence that the Word of God is fufhicient 
torule us: It istrue, itis fufficient, if well under- 
ftood. Buttakeheede mybrethren, defpife not 
learning,nor the worthy Lawyers of either gown, 
left yourepent too late. 

The parties in all caufes, fpeake themfelves for 
the moft part, and fome of the Magiftrares where 
they thinke caufe requireth, doe the part of rd- 
vacates without fee or reward. Moft matters 

are 














Newes form New-England, 


® 39 





are prefently heard, and ended the fame Court, 
the party defendant having foure dayes warning 
before ;but fome caufes come to be heard again, 
and new fuits grow upon the old. 

Profane {wearing, drunkenneffe, and beggers, 
are but rare in the compaffe of this Patent, 
through the circum{pection of the Magiftrates, 
and the providence of God hitherto, the poore 
there living by their labours, and great wages, 
proportionably , better then the rich, by: their 
ftocks, which without exceeding great care, 
quickly wafte. | 


A Paper of certaine Propofitions tothe generall Court, 
made upon reque t; 8 .JHit, 1639. 


4. WT ,were good, that all actions betweene 
parties, were entred in the Court book, by 
the Secretary, before the Court fits. | 
2. That every action be declared in writing, 
and the defendants an{wer, generall or {peciall,as 
the cafe fhallrequire, be put in writing,by a pub- 
lique Notarie,before the caufe be heard. 
3. The Secretary to take the verdicts, and 
make forth the judiciall Commands or Writs. 

_ 4. The publique Notariero record all the pro- 
- ceedings in a fair book,and to enter executions of 

commands done, & fatisfadtions acknowledged. 
> 5. The fees, inallthefe, to be no more then 
inaninferiour Court of Record in England, and 
to beallowed bythe generall Court, or Court of 

Aififtants. la vas 
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The benefit hereof to the publique good, 


1. | T willgivean eafie and quick difpatch to 
= hall Caufes : Forthereby the Court and Jury 
will quickly fee the point in hand, and according- | 
dy givetheir verdictandjudgement. 
2. The Court fhallthe better know, conftant- 
ly, how to judgethe fame things; and ic is not 
poflible, that Judges fhould, alwayes, from time. 
to time, remember clearly, or know to proceed 
certainly, without a faithfull Record. : 

3. The parties may hereby more furely, and 
clearly obtaine their right,for through ignorance 
and paflion,men may quicklywrong one another, 
intheir bare words, without a Record. : 

4. Hereby fhall the Law of God and_Juftice 
be duly adminiftred to the people, according to 
more certaine and unchangeable rules, fo that 
they might know what isthe Law,and what right 
ae may look for at the mouthes of all their 

udges. | . 
eh Hereby the Subjects have a great part of 
their evidences and affurances for their proprie- 
ties, both of lands and goods.. : 
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A Paper touching the Church her liberties, 
delivered at Botton, 4.Martit, 1639- 


Tothe Right Worfhipfull the Governour, Deputy 
. Governour, Conncellers, awd Ajsiftants , 
“se for thisIunifdition. ; 
\ N J Hereas you have:been pleafed to caufe 
WY «metotranfcribe certain Breviats of Pro- 
pofitions, delivered to the laft generall Court, 
tor the eftablithing a body of Lawes, as is inten- 
ded,for the glory of God,andthe wel-fare of this 
People and Country ;aid publithed the fame, to 
the intent that any manmay acquaint you, or the 
Deputies for the next Court, with what he con- 
ceives fit to be altered or added, in or unto the 
{aid lawes+. 1 conceive it my duty to give you 
timely notice of {ome things of great_ moment, 
about the fame Lawes, in difcharge of my con- 
{cience, which I fhall, as Amicus curte, pray you 
to-prefent with all faichfulaeiie, as is propofed,to 
the next.generall Const, by st, and:the reverend 
Elders, to be further confidered of, as followeth: 
1. Itus. propounded to be one chiefe part of 
thecharge,or office of the Councell intended, to 
take care, that the converfion of the Natives be en- 
deavoured. 
2. Iris propofed,as a liberty, that a conveni- * 
ent* number of Orthodoxe Chriftians, allowed pape, 


two May makea Church, yet Ihave heard Mafter Cotton fay, that a Church could 
nut be without the number of fixe or feaven at leaft, and fo-was their practife while 
I was there, as weymouth and New Caunten and at Lin, for Long I {land ; Becaufe. if 

-. offended with another ,cannct upon caufe tel theChurch, 


* Although 
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Plaine dealing, 
to plant together in this Jurifdi@ion, may gather 
themfelves into a Church, and eleét and ordaine 
their Officers, men fit for their places, giving no- 
tice to {even of the next Churches, one moneth 
before thereof, and of their names, and that the 

may exercife all the ordinances of God according 
to his Word, and fothey proceede according to 
the rule of God, and fhall not be hindered by a- 
ny Civill power; nor will this Court allow of a- 
ny Church otherwife gathered, af 


This claufe (sor will she Court allow of Any Church 
otherwife gathered) doth as conceive con- 
tradict the firft propofition. 


My reafons are thefe. | | 

1. Ifthe converfion of the Nativesmuftbe en- 
deavoured, then fome wife and godly men (they 
fhould be of your graveft and beft men ) mult bee 
{ent forth to teach them to know God. 

2- When fuchare fent, they muftbee either 
fent immediately by the Lord, or mediately by 
his Churches. | 

3. If the Churches fend men, they that are 


fent muft be fent by impofition of bands of thes 
Presbytericr. 


Now 
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Now when Churches are thus gathered or planted, 
they are gathered by Minifters, doing the works 
of Apoftles and Euancelifts , which hath ever 
been, and is the ordinary and regular way of 
gathering or planting Churches, (and not a 1s 
propofed , a convenient number of orthodoxer 
Chriftians, gathering themfelves into a Church) 
and yet when {uch a Church w gathered byChurch- 
meager: and Minifters, this Court is advifed 
not to allow the fame , which, I conceive,is to fay, 
The converfion of the Natives fhall not be endea- 
voured, orderly, according tothe rule of God. 


Againe, it would be confidered,that when men 
are fent forth, whether they fhould not be fent 
forth twe, and by two at leaft, as the Scriptures 
beare, and for divers good reafons, which lye 
not hid to your wifdomes. | 

That you wouldbe pleafed to fhew unto the 
Elders thefe things to be confidered, and that 
they would well weigh, whether or no thofe Mi- 
nifters and Meffengers fent by Churches , fhould 
not vifit the Churches which they plant ¢ 


Other things there are, wherein, I think,I could al(o, 
io good purpofe, move fomewhat to your Wor- 
Ships, which lyes more directly in the way, and 
calling, Ihave been educated, if I were required, 
but this thing lying upon my con{cience, I could 
wot well palfe by : Wherefore I fhall requeft it may - 

be confidered. : 

i. Whether it benot fitto leave out, at leat, 
| is that 





Seer, 
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that contraditory claufe, viX. Nor will this Court 
allow of any Church otherwife gathered? 
_ 2. Whether itbe not better to let the liberty 
tunthus,ingenerall, 1 3) . 
The holy Church of God fhall enjoy all her juft 
Liberties ? aden : | 


A Paper intended for the honoured John Winthrop, . 
Efquire,late Governour. Bofton,Maii 2.1640. 





F you fee aneceffity of baptizing them with- 
out, If aningagement of Propagation of the 
- truth tothe Infidel Natives : 

Then confider, whether by the Kings leave, - 
fome Churches may not be appointed to fend 
their chiefe Paftors; and other Minifters, to doe 
fuch works. : 

Alfo with fome kind of fubjection, or acknow- 
ledgement of authority of the Minifterie in Emg- 
land, ifit be but by way of advice, which is cleare 
to me you may doe: Oi 

‘make no doubt but in all things requifite for 
the ftate of the Country, they will yeeld you all 
faire liberties. | | 

Nay, lamperfwaded, the Kings Majeity will 
not fend any unexperienced Governour to afflict, 
but make you Patentees againe, or at leaft, after 
the manner of other Plantations , reftoring not 
onely favour, but other benefits, whereof, under 
God, to us Enelifhmen, he is the Fountaine. The 
Kings Attorney did offer fome of you this in my” 
hearing, I meane,the renewall of your Patent. 


Nay, 
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Nay further, if you would invent, and devife 
_what the King may doe for-the Country, you 
might obtaine. 

The very converfion of thefe poore naked 
people, which 1s very hopefull, and much pre- 
pared for per accidens, or Gods owne providence, 
bringing good out of evill will rejoyce the hearts 
ofall Chriftians in our deare native Countrey, 
and here : and of it felfe (if there were no other - 
defirable things here, as bleffed be God there 
are many) would caufe a continued confluence of 
more people then youcan tell well where to be- 
ftow for the prefent. 

The Fifhing trade would be promoted with 
authority. 

Hereby would you give the greater teftimony 
to the caufe of Reformation. 

Hereby will you, under God and the King, 
make Church-work, and Common-wealth work» 
indeed, and examples to all Countryes. 

You will entich your Countries both, in fhort 

time. The Heathens in time, I am perf{waded, 
will become zealous Chriftians, then will they 
labour, get cloathes, and fubftance about them. 
In vaine doe fome think of civillizing them, ¢i- 
ther by the {word, or otherwife, till (withall) the 
Word of Ged hath fpoken to their hearts: where- 
in I conceive great advice is to be taken. 

For which purpofe a Preffe is neceffary, and Le 
may be obtained , I hope, fo that wife men Et 
-watch overit.< ¢ | 

Confider how poorely your Schooles goe on, | 
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you muft depend upon England for help of lear- 
ned men and Schollers, bookes, commodities in- 


. finite almoft. _ | 


No doubt but the King, this way > will phake 


your authority reach even to the Dutch South- 


ward, and tothe French Northward. New- Eng- 
land indeede without fraction. A facile way, taking 
out the core of malice. 
The converfion and {ubduing of a Nation and 
fo greata tract of ground, isa work too weighty 
for fubjects any much longer to labour under 
without Royall afliftance,as I apprehend, I think, 
in religious reafon. | phe 
Ifany fhall fuggeft, that your Churches may 
fend forth men of their own authority; . : 
Confider, ifit may be done warrantably b 
the Word of God, as peradventure it may be fo. 
Yet you will be in danger, rebus fic ftantibus, of 
greatimputations, ? wate: 
That you infringe Regall power, _ 
- And Ecclefiafticall,. 
Wheron adverfaries will fure enough make 
fearfull worke. olssy Snutis ued Hive 
And befides,fome reformations(under favour) 
have been too deep, at leaft for others to follow. 


- They were alfo unexperienced of miffion to 


convert Infidels. M clearly 
Is Geneva without her faults ¢ or Holland, Rot- 
terdam, Amflerdam, without theirs? what experi- 


ence have they of miffion, or ever had ¢ 


Now I befeeech you grave Sir,doe you thinke 
it good, honourable, fafe, forus poore men here, 
| | Ora 
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or for the Religion and Profeffors thereof in 
generall, inthe whole world, that fuch as have 
the name ofthe moft zealous, fhould be the firft 
example of almoft utmoft provocation to our 
owne Soveraigne ? 
x. Formy part, I difclaime Parker, 
| And encline to Hooker, Iewel, as to go- 
oat _ vernment. 
~ Greatmen have great burthens, therefore they 
-have their counfels crofle , and fometimes they 
ufethem both. : 

You heare enough onthe other fide, 
-  Hearenow this, on this, and the Lord guide 
your fpirit. 

Odere Reges dicta, qua dici jubent. 


Thefe arethe Minifters of the Bay. 
T Bofton,mafter Cotton Teacher,matter Wilfon 
Paftor: At Roxbury,mafter Weld Paftor, ma- 


fter Eliott Teacher : At Dorchefter,mafter Mather. 


Paftor or Teacher, and Mafter Burgh outof of- 
fice : At Braintree,Mafter Thom/on Paftor, Mafter 
-Flint Teacher’: At Weymouth, Mafter Newman 
-Paftor, Mafter Parker out of office: At Hingham, 
mafter Hubbard Paftor , mafter Peck Teacher : 
They refufe to baptize old orts grandchildren, 
an ancient member of their own Church. At 
Charleftowne, Matter Symms Paftor , mafter Allen 
Teacher: At Cambridge, mafter Sheppard Pattor, 
mafter’ Dinfter School-mafter ; divers young 
Schollersare there under him to the number of 
almoft twenty: At Watertowne, mafter Phillips 

fr 3 Paftor, 


Minifters 
names, 
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Magiftrates 
nani.s, 


Paftor, mafter Knolls Paftor : At Dedham, ano- 


ther mafter Phzllzps out of office, and mafter /- 
lew Paftor or Teacher: At Sudbury, matter Brown 
in office, mafter Fordham out of office; At Lyune, 
mafter Whiting Paftor, mafter Cobbet Teacher: 
At Salem, mafter Peter Paftor, matter Norrss 
Teacher, and his Sonne a Schoole-mater : At 
Ipfwich, matter Rogers Paftor, matter Norton 'Tea-— 
cher, and mafter Nathaniel Ward, and his fonne, 
and one Mafter Knight, out of employment: At 
Rowley,Mafter EXek. Rogers Paftor, Matter Miller: 
At Newberry, Matter Noyfe Paftor, Matter Parker 
Teacher: He is fonne of Mafter Robert Parker, 
fomtime of Welton, in the County of Wiltes, de- 
ceafed, who in his lifetime writ that mif-lear- 
ned and miftaken Book De Politeta Ecclefiaftica. 
At Salisbury, Mafter Worfter Paftor : At Hampton, 
Matter Bachedor Paftor, Mafter Dalton Teacher : 
There are other School-mafters which I know 
not,infome of thefetownes. | ay 


The Maciftrates inthe Bay are thefe : 

Mafter Bellingham the prefent:Governour, ma- 
{ter Endecot the prefent Deputy Governour;ma- 
fter Winthrop, mafter Dudley, mafter Hwmfrey, 
mafter Saltonftall , mafter Bradffreat , mafter 


Stoughton, matter Winthrop junior, matter Nowell, 
Affiftants. Matter Nowell is alfo Secretarie. Mafter 
Stephen Winthrop is Recorder , whofe office is to - 
record all Judgments, Mariages, Births, Deaths, 
Wills and Teftaments, Bargaines and Sales, 

Gitts, Grants, and Mortgages. There isa Marfhall, 
who 
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who is as a Sheriffe or Bailiffe, and his Deputy 1s 
the Gaoler and executioner. | 

Marriages are folemnized and done by the Ma- 

giftrates, and not by the Minifters. * Probats of 
Teftaments, and granting of Letters of Admini- 
ftration, are made and granted in the generall or 
great quarter Courts.At Burials, nothing is read, 
nor any Funeral Sermon made, but all the neigh- 
bourhood, or a good company of them,come to- 
gether by tolling of the bell, andcarry the dead 
folemnly to his grave, and there ftand by him 
while he is buried. The: Minifters are moft com- 
monly prefent. | 


better grounds then many 
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Marriages. 
Teftaments. 
Adminiftrar.” 
Burials. 
*Caufes touch- 
ing Matrimo- 


nie and Tefta- * 


ments, and o- 
ther Ecclefia- 
fticall caufes, 
have been an- 
ciently by the 
good lawes of 
England, com- 
mitted to the 
Clergieupon 


are aware of. Brethren, I pray confider well thatthe 


Apoftle doth allow judgements of controverfies tothe Church, 1 cvr.6. And fo they 
did anciently in other Countries, as well as in Englanil, as appeares by S. Auguftines 


profeflion thereof, cited by one lately, wiz. That he 


(the faid Father, and other holy 


men of the Church) fuffered the tumultuous perplexities of other mens canfes touching 


fecular affaires, erther by determining them by ;udging, 


or i cutting them off by ecx- 


treaties « which labour (faith he) we endure with confolation in the Lord, fer the 


hope of eternall life. To which moleftations , the Apo 
judgement, but by his judgement who [pake m him. 


le tyed us, not by his owne 
efides, fhould they judge thefe 


things, and labour for, and watch over us in the Lord, and not be recompenced as long 
as they doe well > 1 {peak not to countenance undue exaétions, bribes, or other cor- 
ruptions. I intend brevity, and therefore make bold to refer my Reader to the many 


learned argumenis both in Law-books and Divinity of this fubject. 


They are very diligent in traynings of their 
fouldiers and military exercifes, and all except 
Magiftrates, and Minifters beare armes , or pay 
for to bee excufed, or tor fpeciall reatons are 
exempted by order of Court, The Captains, 
and Officers are fuch as are admitted of the 

Church. | 
But the people begin to complain , they are 
ruled like flaves , and in fhort time fhall have 
their 


Trainings or 
Mutters. 


Grievances. 
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their children for the moft part remain unbapti- - 
zed: and fo haye little more priviledge then Hea- 
thens, unleffethe difcipline be amended and mo- 
derated. | ee 
Danger, Its feared, that Eleétions cannot be {afe there 
long, either in Church or Common-wealth. So. 
that fome melancholy men thinke it a great 
deale fafer to be in the midft of troubles ina fet- 
led Common-wealth, or in hope eafily to be fet- 
Jed, then in mutinies there , fofar off from fuc- 
| cours. 
| NewPlymouth —- At New Plymouth they have but one * Minifter, 
M. fame.  ‘Diafter Rayner, yet matter Chancey lives there, and 
NMismrb. = one matter Smith, both Minifters, they are notin 
M. Chance) ™S any office there ; mafter Chancey ftands for dip- 
controverfie, Semi in oa Tay d fo th 
‘Ecce rs ry, Pig in baptilme onely neceffary, and fome other 
One fbepheard: things, concerning which there hath been much 
| James 3.1. Not difpute, and mafter Chancey put tothe wortt b 
FWA the opinion of the Churches advifed withall. 


be their ground, I know not; but what ever there be in others. to advife ‘and aflift,- 
the ae ine determining voice, I meane alfo the negative, in fome cafes ought, as 
I dmnk, to be in the Paftor : Be there never fo many Minifters in. the Church, Doe 
nothing without your Paftor or Bifhop, faith Ireneus : for whatfoever is faulty in the 
Church, the Bifhop is firft and principally blamed, Rev. 2. and 3. 


Taunton. Cohannet, alias Taunton, is in Plymouth Patent. 
Nett: There is a Church gathered of late, and fome 
their ordina- tenor twenty of the Church , the reft excluded. 
eye Matter Hooke Paftor, mafter Streate Teacher. Ma- 
{ter Hooke received ordination from the hands of 

one mafter Bi/hop a School-mafter, and one Par- 

ker an Husbandman, and then matter Hooke joy- 

-M.Doughty his HC in ordaining mafter Streate.One matter Dough- 
conttovertie. #7, @ Minifter, oppofed the gathering of the 


Church 
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Churchthere, alleadging that according to the 
Covenant of Abraham, ail mens children that 


were of baptized parents, and {0 Abrabams chil- 


dren, ought tobe baptized ; and {pake fo in pub - 
lique, or to that effect, which was held a diftur- 
bance, and the Minifters {pake to the Magiftrate 
to order him: The Magiftrate commanded the 
Conftable, who dragged mafter Doughty out of 
the Aflembly. He was forced to goe away from 
thence, with his wife and children. 

There are alfo inthis Patent divers other Plan- 
tations, as Sandwich, Situate, Duxbury , Greenes- 
harbour, and Yarmouth. Minifters there are, matter 
Leveridge, matter Blackwood, matter Mathews, and 
mafter Andrew Hallet a School-mafter. Mafter 
Saxton alfo, who was comming away when 
SG CL tte 

Atthelfland called Aquedney, are about two 
hundred families. There was a Church, where 
one mafter Clark was Elder: The place where 
the Church was, is called Newport, but that 
Church, I heare, is now diffolved ; as alfo divers 
Churches inthe Country have been broken up 


and diffolved through diffention.. At the other 


end of the Ifland there is another towne called 
Port{mouth, but no Church : there is a meeting of 
fome men, who there teach one another, and 
callic Prophefte. Thefe of the Ifland have a pre- 


tended civill government of their owne erection, 





without the Kings Patent. There lately they 
whipt one mafter Gorton, a grave man, for deny- 
ing their power, and abufing fome of their Magi- 

: {trates 
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Plaine dealing, — 
{trates with uncivill tearmes, the Governour,ma- 
fter Coddington, faying in Court, You that are for 


the King, lay hold on Gorton, and he againe, onthe 


other fide, called forth, All you that are for thes 
King lay hold on Coddington , whereupon Gorton was 
banifhed the Ifland: fo with his wife and chil- 
dren he went to Providence. They began about a 
{mall trefpaffe of fwine, but it is thought fome 
other matter was ingredient. ve | 

At Providence, which is twenty miles from the 
{aid Ifland, lives mafter Williams, and his compa- 
ny, of divers opinions, moft are Anabaptifts 
they hold there is no true vifible Church in the 
Bay, norin the world, nor any true Minifterie. 
Thisis within no Patent , as they fay, but they 
have of late a kind of government alfo of theit 
owne erection... Bs hea | 

One matter Blakefton, a Minifter, went from 
Bofton having lived there nine or ten yeares, be- 
caufe he wouldnot joyne with the Church, he 
lives neeremafter Willrams, but is far from his 
opinions. | | 

There are five or fix townes , and Churches 
upon the River Conneéticot, where are worthy 


-_wmiafter Hooker, matter Warham, matter Hewet, and 


divers others, and mafter Fenmrke with the Lady 
Boteler, at the rivers mouth in a faire houfe , and. 
well fortified, andone mafter Hzggifon,a young 
man, their Chaplain. Thefe plantations have a 
Patent , the Lady was lately admitted of mafter 


‘Hookers Church, and thereupon her child was 


baptized. | : 


The 







Newes from New-England. 


Church, fhee is (good Lady) almoft undone by 
buying mafter Humphries farme,Swanpfcor , which 
coft her nine, or eleven hundred pounds. 

Beyond Connecticott are divers plantations , 
as New-haven , alias Quinapeag , where matter 
Davenport is Paftor , and one matter Lames a 
Schoole-mafter; and another where matter Whit- 
field is: and another where matter Pridgeon is, 


_ and fome others, almoft reaching to the Dutch 


plantation fouthward, Among thefé are my old 
acquaintance, mafter Roger Ludlow, mafter Froft, 
fometime of Nottingham , and his fonnes, Iohn 
Greyand Henry Grey, the Lord in his goodnetfe 
provide for them, they have a Minifter, whofe 
name Ihave forgotten, if it be not mafter Black- 
well. Ydonot know what Parent thefe have. 


Long Ifland is begun to be planted, and fome 


two Minifters are gone thither, or to goe, as one 


matter Peirfon, and mafter Knowles, that was at 
Dover, alias Northam. A Church was gathered 
for that Ifland at Lynne, inthe Bay, whence fome, 
by reafon of ftraitneffe, did remove tothe faid 
{fland; and one mafter Simonds, heretofore a 
fervant unto a good gentlewoman whom 1 know, 
was one-of the firft Founders. Mafter Peter of 
Salem wasat the gathering, and told methe {aid 
mafter Henry Simonds made avery cleare confelli- 
on. Notwithftanding he yet dwels at Bo/fon, and 
they proceed on but flowly. The Patent is eran- 
ted tothe Lord Starling ; but the Dutch claime 
part of the Ifland, or the whole: for their plan- 

Ge tation 
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tation is right over againft, and not far from the 
South end of the faid Ifle. And one Lieutenant 
Howe pulling downe the Dutch Arms on the Ile, 
there was like to be a great ftir, what ever may 
become ofit. The Dutch allo claime Qu:napeag, 
and other parts. 

At Northam, alias Pafcattaqua,is matter Larkham 
Paftor. One mafter H. K. was alfo lately Mini- 
fterthere, with mafter Larkham. They two fell 
out about baptizing children, receiving of mem- 
bers, buriall of the dead , and the contention 
was fo fharp, that mafter K. and his party rofe 
up, and excommunicated mafter Larkham,, and 
fome that held with him: And further, mafter 
Larkham flying to the Magiftrates, mafter KX’. and 
a Captaine raifed Armes, and expected helpe 
from the Bay, mafter K. going before the troop 
with a Bible upona poles top, and he, or fome of 
his party giving forth, that their fide were Scots, 
and the other Eaglifh : Whereupon the Gentle- 
men of Sir Ferdinando Gorges plantation came in, 
and kept Court with the Magiftrates of Pafcat- 
saqua, (who have alfo a Patent) being weake of 
themfelves. And they fined all thofe that were 
in Armes, fora Riot, by Indi@ment, Jury, and 
Verdia, formally. Nine of them were cenfured 
to be whipt, but that was {pared. Mafter K. and 
the Captain their leaders, were fined 100.1. a piece; 
which they are not ableto pay. To this broyle 
came matter Peter of Salem,and there gave his opti- 
nion, at Northam, that the faid excommunication 
was a nullity. 


Matter 
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Matter Thomas Gorgs fonne of Captain Gorgs of Province of 
Batcombe, by Chedder in Somerfet/hire, is principal i i 
Commiffioner for the Province of Margne,under Sir 
Ferdinando,but he was not at that Court at North- 
ham himfelfe. Mafter Wards fonne is defired to 
comeinto the Province of Maigne. There is one 
mafter Jenner gone thither of late. There is want of 
good Miniftersthere; the place hath had an ill 
report by fome, but of late fome good acts of 
Juftice have been done there, and divers Gentle- 
menthere are, and it isa Countrey very plentifull 
_ for fith,fowle,and venifon. 

Not farre from Northam is a place called **** 
Exeter, where mafter Wheelwright hatha {mall | 
Church. 

And at Cape Anne, where fifhing ts {et forward, Cape dane. 

and fome ftages builded, there one mafter Rajfh- eae. 
Jey is Chaplain: for it is farre off from any 
Church: Rdfhley is admitted of Boffow Church, 
butthe place lyeth next Salem, and not very far 
further from Jp/wich. 

The Ijle of Shoales and Richmonds Iles, 1Wes of Shoales 
which lie neere Pafquattaqua, and good fifhing inlee 
places. - i 

About one hundred and fifty leagues from le of Sables, 
Bofton Eaftward is the J/le of Sables, whither one 
John Webb, alias Evered, an active man, with his 
company are gone with commiffion from the 
Bay, to get Sea-horfe teeth and oyle. ee 

Eattward off Cape Codd lyeth an Mand called arms Vine~ 
Martins Vineyard, uninhabited by any Englith, but me 
Indians,which are very lavage. 
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Northward from the Bay, or Northeaft, lyeth 
the French plantation, who take up bever there, 
and keepe ftri& government, boarding all veffels 
that come neare them , and binding the mafters 
tillthe governour, who isa Noble-man, know 
what they are; and fouth of New-England the 
Dutchtake up the bever. . 

Three hundred Leagues fouth from the Bay 
along the coafts, lyeth Virginia, neare to that is 


‘Maryland, where they are Roman Catholiques, 


they fay. 7 

"There was a {peech of fome Swedes which came 
to inhabit neere Delawar Bay, but the number or 
certainty I know not. 

Three hundred leagues from the Bay, Eaftward, 
lyeth New-found-land, where is a maine trade for 
fifhing. Here wetouched comming homeward. 

Florida lyes betweene Virginia and the Bay of 
Mexico, and had been a better Country for the 
Englifh to have planted in, according to the opt- 
nion of fome, but it is fo neere the Spaniard, that 
none muft undertake to plant there, without good 
Porces. | 


For 
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For the ftate of the Country in the Bay 
and thereabouts. 


He Land is reafonable fruitfull, as I think ; 

they have cattle, and goats, and {wine good 
f{tore, andfome horfes, ftore of fifh and fowle, 
venifon , and* corne, both Exglifh and Indian. 
They are indifferently well able to fubfift for 
victuall. They are f{etting onthe manufacture of 
linnen and cotton cloath , and the fifhing trade, 
and they are building of fhips, and have good 
ftore of barks, catches, lighters, fhallops, and o- 
ther veffels. They have builded and planted to 
admiration forthe time. There are good mafts 
and timber for fhipping,planks, and boards, clap- 
board, pipe-ftaves, bever, and furres, and hope 
of fome mines. There are Beares, Wolves, and 
Foxes, and many other wilde beafts, as the 
Moofe,a kind of Deere, as big as fome Oxen, 
and Lyons, as Ihave heard. The Wolves and 
Foxes are a great annoyance. There are Rattle- 
{nakes, which fometimes doe fome harme, not 
much; He that is ftung with any of them, or 
bitten, he curnes of the colour of the Snake, all 
over his body, blew, white, and greene {potted , 


and fwelling, dyes, unleffe he timely get fome 


Snake-weed ; which if he eate, and rub on the 
‘wound, he may haply recover, but feele it along 


while in his bones and body. Money is wanting, - 


by reafon of the failing of paffengers thefe two 
laft yeares,ina manner. They want help to goe 
: forward 
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forward , for their fubfiftance in regard of cloa- 


thing: And great pity it would be, but men of 
eftates fhould help them forward. It may bee, 
I hope, acharitable worke. The price of their 
cattell, and other things being fallen, they are 
notat prefent able to make fuch returns to Ene- 
land, as were to be wifhed for them : God above 
direct and provide for them. There are multi- 
tudes of godly men among them , and many 
Of late fome thir- 
ty perfons went in two {mall Barks forthe Lords 
Ifle of Providence,and for the Maine thereabout, 
which is held to be a beter countrey and climate 
by fome: Forthis being in about 46. degrees of 


-northerne latitude , yet is very coldin winter, fo 


that fome are frozento death , or Jofe their fin- 
gers or toes every yeere,fometimes by carle{nes, 
{ometimes by accidents, and are loftin {nowes, 
which there are very deepe fometimes, and lye 
long : Winter begins in O@ober, and lafts tll 
Aprill. Sixty leagues Northerly it is held not 
habitable, yet again in Summer it is exceeding 
hot. If shipping for conveyance were fent thither, 
they might {pare divers hundreds. of men forany 
good defign. The jurifdiaion of the Bay Patent 
reacheth from Pafcattaqua Patent Northeaft to 
Plymouth Patent Southward. And in my travailes 
there, I have feencthe towns of Newberry ,Ip(wich, 
Salem, Lynne, Bofton, Charleftowne, Cambridge, Wa- 
tertowne, Concord, Roxbury, Dorchefter,and Braintree 
inthe Bay Patent, New Taunton in Plymouth Patent, 
the Ifland Aquedney, and the two townes therein, 
| Newport 
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Newport and Pert/mouth,and New Providence with- 
in the Bay of Narhiggzanfers. This for the, farisfacti- 
on of fome that have reported I was no Travailer 
in New-England. 





Concerning the Indians, er Natives. 


Hey are of body tall, proper, and ftraight ; 

they goe naked, faving about their middle, 
fomewhat to cover fhame. Seldome they are 
abroad in extremity of Winter, but keep im their 
wigwams , till neceffity drives them forth, and 
thenthey wrap themfelves in skins, or fome of 
our Englifh coorfe cloth:and for the Winter they 
have boots, or a kind of laced tawed-leather f{toc- 
kins. They are naturally proud, and idle, given 
muchto finging, dancing, and playes, they are 
governed by Sachems, Kings, and Saggamores, 
petie Lords; by an abfolute tyrannie. Their wo- 
men are of comely feature, induftrious, and doe 
moft of the labour in planting, and carrying of 
burdens ; their husbands holdthem in great fla- 
very, yet never knowing other, it is the lefle gric- 
voustothem. They fay, Engls[hman much foole, 
for {poiling goodworking creatures,meaning wo- 
men: And whenthey fee any of our Exgls/h wo- 
men fewing with their needles,or working coifes, 
or fuch things, they will cry ont, Lazte fquaes! 
‘but they are much the kinder to their wives, by’ 
theexample of the Exglifh. Their children, they 
will not part with, upon any terms, to be taught. 
They are of complexion fwarthy and tawny; 
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their children are borne white, but they be-- 
dawbe them with oyle, and colours, prefently. | 
They have all black haire, thatI faw. — 
Intimes of mourning, they paint their faces 
with black lead,black, all about the eye-brows, 
and part of their cheeks.In time of rejoycing,they 
paint red, with a kind of vermilion.. They cut 
their haire of divers formes, according to their’ 
Nation or people, fo that you may know a peo- 
ple by their cut, and ever they havea long lock: 
on one fide of their heads, and weare feathers of 
Peacocks, and fuch like, and red cloath, or rib- 
- bands at their locks ; beads of wampompeag about 
their necks, and a girdle of the fame, wrought 
with blew and white wampom, after the manner of . 
chequer work, two fingers broad, about their 
loynes: Some of their chiefe men goe fo, and 
pendants of wampom, and {uch toyes fo their ears.. 
And their women, fome of the chiefe, have faire: 
bracelets, and chaines of wampom. Men and wo-' 
men, of them, come confidently among the E#- 
glifh. Sincethe Pequid war, they are kept in very 
good fubjection, and heldto ftri& points of Ju- 
ftice,fo that the Exgli/h may travail jafely among’ 
them. But the French in the Eaft , and the Datch 
inthe South, fell them guns, powder and thor. 
They have Powahes, orPrieits,which are Witches, 
and a kind of Chirurgions, but fome ofthem,. 
notwithftanding, are faine to be beholding to the 
Englifh Chirurgions. They will have their times: 
of powaheime, whichthey willjoflare, have called 
Prayers , according to. the Evelifh word. The 
Powahe 
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Powahe labours himfelfe in his incantations ,to ex- 
treame {weating and wearineffe, even to extafie. 
The Powahes cannot work their witchcrafts,if any 
of the Englijh be by , neither can any of their in- 
cantations lay hold on, or doe any harme to the 


- Englifh, as 1 have been credibly informed. The 


Powahe is nextthe King, or Sachem, and common- 
ly when he dyes, the Powahe marryes the Squa 
Sachem, that is, the queene. "They. have marria- 
gesamong them; they have many wives, they 
fay, they commit much filthinefle among them- 
{elves, But for every marriage, the Saggamore> 
hath a fadome of wampom, which is about feven 
oreight fhillings value. Some ofthem will dili- 


gently attend to any thing they-can underftand 


by any of our Religion, and are very willing to 
teach their language to any Englifh. They live 
much the better, and peaceably, for the Eneli/h, 
and themfelves know it, or at leaft their salkaias 
and Saggamores know fo much, for before they 


_ did nothing but {poile and deftroy one another. 


They live in Wigwams, or houfes made of mats 
like little hutts, the fire in the midft of the houfe. 
They cut downea tree with axes and hatchets, 
bought of the Englifh, Dutch, or French, & bring in 
the butt-end into the wigwam, upon the hearth, 
and {fo burne it by degrees. They live upon par- 


_ched corne, (of late, theygrinde at our Englifh 


mills.) Venifon, Bevers, Otters, Oyfters , 
Clammes, Lobfters , and other. fith, Ground- 
nuts, Akornes, they boyleall together in a ket- 
tle, Their riches are their wampom,bolles,trayes, 
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eT vf Maat ee 
eae 





or Canora. ae See presi v 
ar OG che BON a Ot dares SS « 
: Li os iy oa Mia ees 8 FS ak eS 














M. Duzajter a 
Bopetull 


te | ss 
schoojme fter. 














Plaine dealing, 


x 


a i pl 
kettles, and fpoones, bever, furres , and canoos, 


He is.a Sachem,whofe wife hathher cleane {poons 
ina chett, for fome chief Exglifh men, when they © 
come on gueft wife to the wigwam. They lye up- 
onamat, witha ftone, ora piece of wood under 
their heads; they will give the beft entertainment 
they can make to any Exglifh comming amongft 
them. They will not tafte {weet things, noral- 
ter their habit-willingly , onely they are taken 
with tobacco, wine, and ftrong waters; and I 
have feene fome of them in Englifh, or French 
cloathes. Their ordinary weapons are bowes 
and arrowes, and long ftaves, or halfe pykes, 
with ‘pieces of fwords, daggers, or knives in the 
ends of them : They have Captaines,and are ve- 
ry goodata fhort mark, and nimble of foot to 
run away. Their manner of fighting 1s, moft 
commonly, all in one fyle. They are many in 
number , and worfhip Xétam, their good god,” 
or Hobbamocco, their evill god; but more feare 
Hebbamocco, becaufe he doth them moft harme. 
Some of their Kings names are Canonicus, Mean- 
tinomy , Owfhamequin , Culhamequin., Webbacowitts, 
and Squa Sachem his wife: She is the Queene, 
and heis Powahe,and King, in right of his wite. 
Among fome of -thefe: Nations, their policie 
is to -have two. Kings. at a times but, T thinke, 
of one family ; the one aged for counfell, the 
other younger for action. Their Kings fucceed 


by inheritance... © ‘gs , soddo ld :esreral 
Matter Henry Dunfter; Schoolmafter' of Cam- 
bridge, deferves commendations above many; he 
: hath: 
‘ | 
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hath'the plat-forme and way of converfion of the 
Natives, indifferent right, and much  ftudies the 
fanie, wherein yet he wants not oppofition , as 
fome other alfo have met with: He will, without 
doubt,prove an inftrument of much good in the 
Countrey, being a good Scholar, and having skil 
in the Tongues He will make it good , that the 
way to inftruét the Indians, muft be in their ewne 
language, not Englifh, and that their language 
may be perfected. 


A Note of fome late occurrences touching 


E pifcopacte. 


Ome of the learnedft, and godlieft inthe Bay, 
begin to underftand Governments; that it 

is neceflary, when Minifters or People fall out, 
to fend other Minifters, or they voluntarily to 
soe among them, to feek by all good wayes and. 
meanes to appeafe them. | 
And particularly, Mafter Peter went from: Sa- 
lem on foot to New Dover, alias Pafcattaqua, alias 


Northam, to appeafe the difference betweenc _ 


Matter rarkham and Mafter K. when they had 
been up in Armes this laft Winter time. He 
went by the fending of the Governour, Counfell, 
and Afiftants of the Bay, and of the Church 
of Salem; -and was in much danger of being 
loft, returning, by lofing his way in the woods, 
and fome with him , but God be bleffed they 
“returned. i itd, 
Againe he went a fecondtime, for appeafing 
H. 3 the 


. Some late oc- 


currences ccn- 
cerning Epi- 


{copacie. 
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- the fame difference, and: had a Commiffion to di- 
vers Gentlemen, mafter Humfrey , matter Brad- 
fireate, Capraine Wiggor, and matter Szmons,to - 
aflift, and to heare and determine all caufes civill 
and criminall, from the Governour of the Bay, under 
his hand, and the publique feale, and then mafter 

K. went bythe worft. 

Matter Wilfon did lately ride to Greens harbour, 
in Plymouth Patent, to appeafe a broyle betweene 
one mafter Thomas, as 1 take it,his name is, and 
matter Blindman, where matter Blindman went by 
the worft, and Captaine Keayne and others went 
with mafter Wilfon on horfeback. 

Alfo at another time,mafter Wilfon, mafter Ma- 
ther, and fome others, going to the ordination of 
miafter Hooke and matter Streate, to give them the 
right hand of fellowfhip, at New Tawpton, there 
heard the difference betweene mafter Hooke and 
matter Doughty, where mafter Doughty was over- 
ruled,and the matter carried fomewhat partially, 
as is reported. | & 

It may be,it willbe faid, they did thefe things 
by way of love, and friendly advife : Grant that; 
But were ‘not the counfelled bound to receive 
good counfell 7 If they would not receive it,was 
not the Magiftrate ready to 4/4, and in a manner 
ready, according to duty, to enforce peace and 
ubedience ¢ did not the Magiftrates aff and 
was not mafterx.fent away,or compounded with, 
to feck a new place at Long Ifland, matter Doughty 
forced to the Ifland Aquedney,and matter Blindman 


tO Connecticot ? : ; 
Dueftions 
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Queftions to the Elders of Botton, 
_ delivered 9. Septemb. 1640. 


i J J Hether a people may gather them- 
| IY felves into a Church, without a Mini-: 
fter fentof Gode 

2. Whether any People, or Congregation, 
may ordaine their owne Officers ¢ . : 

3. Whetherthe Ordination, by the hands of 
fuch as are wot Minifters, be good ¢ 


Tothe which I received an Anfwer the [ame day : 


O the firft, the Anfwer is affirmative ; for 
though the people inthis Countrey are not 
wont to gatherthemielves into a Church, but (as 
you would have it) with the prefence and advice 
of fundry Minifters ; yet it were lawfull for them 
to gather into a Church withoutthem. For if it 
be the priviledge of everyChurch to choofe their 
owne Minifters,then there may be a Church,be- 
fore they have Minifters of their owne; for Mini- 
ftersof another Church have no power but in 
their owne Church. 
Tothe fecond and third, The fecond and third 


OQueftions are coincident, and one Anfwer may 


ferve for both: The Children of H/rael did impote 
hands upon the Levites, Nam.8.10. and if the 


people have power to cleé their owne officers, 


they have power alfo to ordainethem , for Ordi- 
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office, whereto election giveth him right, never- | 
thelefle fuch a Churchas hath a Presbyterieought | 
to ordain their Officers bya Presbyterie, according 1 
“ AOD To A Batik rae 2 | 
This An{wer was brought me by Mafter Oliver, 
one of the Elders, and Mafter Pierce, 
Brother ef Botton. 5) Gast Gey 


When Iwas to come away, one of the chiefeft in thes 
Country wifhed me to deliver him a note of what 
things I mifliked in the Country,which I did.thus : 





I doubt, Py 
He. Hether fo much time fhould be fpent 
Y in the publique Ordinances, on the 
Sabbath day, becaufethat thereby fome-neceffa- 
-ry duties of the Sabbath muft needs be hindred, 
as vifitation of the fick, and poore,and family. - 

2. Whether matters of offence fhould be pub- 
liquely handled, either before the whole Church, 
orftrangers. 9. 0. /o ns , 

32 Whether fo much time fhould be fpent in 
particular catechizing thofe that are admitted to 
the communion of the Church, either men or | 
women; or that they fhould make long fpeeches;. . 

-orwhen they come publiquely to be admitted, 
any {hould {peak contradictorily, or in recom- 
mendation of any,unleffe before the Elders,upon 
juft occafion. =. nat | 

4. Whether the cenfures of the Church fhould 
be ordered, in publique, before all the Church, 
or ftrangers, other then the denunciation a 

the 
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the cenfures, and pronunciation of the folutions. 
je Whether any of our Nation thatis not ex- 
tremely ignorant or {candalous , fhould bee kept 
from the Communion, or his children from Bap- 
tifme. | 
ie That many thoufandsin thisCountrey have 
forgotten the very principles of Religion, which 
they were daily taught in England, by fet forms 
and Scriptures read, asthe Pfalmes , firftand {e- 
cond Leffon,the tenCommandments,theCreeds, 
and publique catechizings, And although concei- 
ved Prayer be good and holy, and fo publike 
explications and applications ofthe Word, and 
alfo neceffary both in and out of feafon: yet for 
the moft part it may be feared they dull ; amaze, 
confound, difcourage the weake and ignorant, 
(which are the moft of men) when they are in or- 
dinary performed too tedioufly, or with the neg- 
let of the Word read, and other premeditated 
formes inculcated, andmay tend to more igao- 
rance and inconvenience , then many good men 
are aware of. : : 
7- Idoubtthere hath been, and is much neg- 
lect of endeavours, to teach, civilize, and convert 
the Indian Nation , that are about the Planta- 
tions. | 
8. Whether bythe received principles, it bee 
pofsible to teach, civilize, or convert them , or 
when they are converted, to maintain Gods wor- 
fhip among them. 
9. That eleétorie courles will not long be fafe 
here, either in Church or Common-wealth. 
I 10. That 
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_ 40. That the civill government .1s‘not fo ¢- 
qually adminiftred, nor can be, divers orders or 
by-laws confidered,  — are 

11. That unlefle thefe things be wifely and in 
time prevented, many of your ufefulleft men will. 

removeand {catrer from you.) 4 

At Bofton July 5. 1641. $ 


Certain Quares about Church government , planting 

_ Churches and fome other Experiments. 

1. X A J Hether the'people thould cal the Mini- 

a Mat. fo. 1. - fterjor theMinifter*gather the people? 


ees WN aY, 9". D3 2 


AG. 14.82, . 20 When a Church is gathered or planted; 
47.& 8.5.6.& fhouldthey ot have care in> propagating other 


‘ 


9-32435-% 31. Churches, in other placesmextthem ¢ .. 


19.20.21. 26. 


— pA@s 8.14. ~ -3«, Whether fhonldmotthe firft, Church ¢ vifit 


9.31.& 11. the later Churches planted by them, to fee they 
* Kia. zit keepethe faith and order, as longas fhee remains 
28. her felfe in purity of DoGtrine and worfhip ° 
Ad tro & | 4+ How fhalla Church. propagate,’ and vifit 
15. 3656.4, Other Churches ? fhall they do it by their mem- 
_ bers , ordinary Chriftians, or by their’ Mini-. 
dAGs 85.14 fters,d or Paftors? fhall they intend fuch propa- 
& 132.3. gation, or ftay, till by their numbers increafing, 
cMat28.19. they are neceflitated to fwarme,or are perfecuted 
Reo e  epeoads sinning bovisoe Sra yd tess 
- 5. If by their Paftors, muft there not: bee 
fA&s 1.23.2. more £ Minifters then onein the firft Church ? 
& 2.47.% 13.1 how elfe can any be {pared to goe abroad about 
fuch werks upon'occafion 2? tt | 
6.. When they have planted ileal sae 
mu 
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miuft not the ¢ firft Church take care forthe: pro- 
viding of Elders or Minifters for thefe new plan- 
ted Churches, and 5 ordain them, and fometimes 


goeior fendfome to teach them, and uphold the: 


worthip of God among them ? a 
9. How canany preach, unleffe he be « fent? 
and how can he be fent, unleffeby impofitton of 
1 hands of the Presbytery ofthe firft Church ? _ 
8. If fo, hath not the firft Churchandthe Mini- 
fters therof,A poftlolical ™ power in thefethings?¢ 

g. But have all Churchés and Minifters this 
power ? arethey able? have they learned men 
enough, to ° water where they have planted ¢ If 
fome fhould notbe of the p Quorum, as it were, 
in ordinations, andthe like, what order, peace, or 
unity can be expeéted ? | 
_ 10, Againe, if all Churches and Minifters 
have this power, equally, to exercife the work 
Apoftolicall; muft they not all then goe, or fend 
abroad, to convert the Indians, and plant Chur- 
ches “ and how canall be {pared abroad’ Are 
alla Apoftles ? all Euangelifts ¢ where were the 
body, if fo? 

11. Will they not interfiere one upon ano- 
ther, and trefpaffe upon one anothers * line, rule, 
or portion, which blefled $. Paw! condemned in 
thofe that entred into his labours ? | 

12. When any other § Church , befides the 
tfirft, hath power and ability to propagate and 
bring forth other Churches , may fhe not doe 
well foto doe? muft fhe not ? in her fitting. line, 
obferving peace, and holding communion with 

: I 2 the 
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the firft , as long as they remain in purity both. — 
ofthem ¢ and if a fecond, why not a third, 
and a fourth , and fo forth to a competent 
number ? | 
13. Whether the firft and other Churches 
alfo having power and ability thus to propagate 
the Gofpell and plant Chuzches, may not be fit= 
ly called, prime, chief, or principal feats of the 
Church, or ¥ chiefe Churches ? . 
14. Whether thofe Churches fo gathered , in 
one Kingdome, Citie, or Principality, holding 
communion together, may not be fitly,in regard 
of their unity in Doétrine and worfhip , called 
the Ghurch of fucha Nation,or Province, ¥ City, 
or Countrey ? Piss, ars | 
15. Whether is it probable ,. that the firft 
Church | Chriftian , chat wee reade of to be, 
atx Hierufalem, was onely one congregation , or 
but as many as could meete in. one place ? had 
they not among them twelve Apoftles , be- 
fides Elders,three thoufand, at once added, what 
ever number there was befides ? and had they 
fuchalarge Temple or meeting-houfes at their 
command in thofe dayes ? | 
- 16. Whether the word Church bee not di- 
verfly taken in holy Scripture, and fometimes for 
a civill or uncivill affembly orcongreffion ? y Ads 
EQ. 4d. Kal rad7e eimey ariaver P euxanciay , and when 


he had thus {poken, he dilmiffed the affembly or 


‘Church e 


17. Whether anciently in England, {ome {mall 
affemblyes were not called Churches,as. every 


pre- 
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prefentative Rectory or Parfonage is called Eccle- 
fia, when others that were. greater were not fo 
called, as no Vicaridge, Donative or Chappel is 
called Ecclefiain our Law ? 


61 


r8. Whether the Reétor, or Parfon that is a 


Presbyter in a Church, fhould, being alone, rule 


-abfolutely by himfelfe , without the con- 


currence, advife , or fuperiour power of the 
Evangelifticall z Paftor of the Church , who 
had care inthe plantation or erection of the Par- 
fons Church ¢ 

19. Ifnot ; fhould the Vicar, Donative, Mint- 
fter or Chaplain ? 

20. But where they have ufed to. rule more 
abfolutely, (as in fome peculiar jurifdictions in 
England) why may they not with the peace and 
unity ofthe Church,and by good advite, {til doe 
the fame alway, with fubordination to the Evan- 
gclifticall leaders,and fic Chriftian,and Nationall 
Synods ? 

ar. If the Parfon fhould not rule alone or- 
dinarily, why fhould the principal! leaders rule 
ordinarily alone without the advife and af- 
fiftance of a competent number of their Pref- 
byters , who may afford them connfell ? 
Did not the holy Apoftles advife with the 
Elders 2 fometimes ? is. it fafe for them or the 
whole ? | | 

22. But were thete any Bifhops fuperinten- 
dent,over other Bifhops,or Presbyters,inthe firft 
hundred years.after Chrifts birth ¢ Did not Saint 
James write his Generall Epiftle to the twelve 
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Tribes, which were then {cattered abroad, no 
doubt, in many places, and therein mention for 
Rulers, oncly > Elders? and S. Peter write his 
cenerall Epiftle, and therein direét or command 
the¢ Elders, not to over-rule the flock, the Lords 
inheritance 2 where was the Order of Bifhops ? 
hadnot the Elders the rule 7 might they not elfe 
have returned an{wer, thatthe command concer- 
ned not them, butacertaine Order of men,called 
Bifhops, above us ? “a ten 
23. Were not the Apoftles and Euangelifts 
then living, 4 Bifhops, and fuperintendent over- 
feers’ had they not the ¢ care ofall the Churches, 
in their lines¢did not thefe holy Apoftles,S James 
and §.Peter, inention their owne names, in their 
Epiftles 2 is it not plain, that Peter had over-fight 
upon thofe to whom he wrote, to fee that they 
did not over-rule, and take account of them, if 
they did? And didthe Lord ordaine there fhould 
be fuch a fuperintendencie, onely foran 80.years, 
and not fome equall currefpondent fuperfpection 
alfo in after-ages, when thofe extraordinary men 
fhouldceafe ¢ If fome had then the care of all 
the Churches’, fhould there not be fome,in after- 
times, to have the care of fome, to a, competent 
numberof Churches, in their fitting lines, and 
as they are fable 7 Andthough this Divine right 
be broken through the many grofle corruptions 
of fucceffions, and thelike, yet is it not equall to 
obferve the firft Infticution, as neere as may be, 
as we fay the equity of fome Lawes and Statutes 
among us is fometimes to be obferved , though 
| not 
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not inthe Letter ?And why may not a chiefe 
Paftor becalled a Bifhap, as wellas an Elder, or 
any other officer heretofore fuperiour 
24. Ifg Pfalms,and Hymnes,and {piricuall fongs 
are to be fung inthe Church, and to fing melodt- 
oufly,and with good harmony,ts the gift of God, 
and uncomely finging a kind of fin in the holy 
‘Affemblies ; why fhould not the chiefe leaders, 
and rulers of the Church, appoint fome, in their 
ftead ,to take care of the fingings of the Church? 
and may not fome be fitter to lead in finging, 
then others ¢ and left they may fall out of their 
tunes to jarring, why may they not ufe the help 
of fome muficall inftruments?and left they fhould 
want able men this way, why fhould they not 
take care, that fome childred be trained up in 
Mufique ° 
35. Whether orno Chrift did not allow of a 
h form of Prayer,and a fhort one too? will not the 
i {trong allow the weak helps in Prayer ¢ are not 
the belt Chriftians often diftracted in long Pray- 
ers? is it not eafier for the ftrongto pray, then for 
as {trong mento hear Prayer well ? fhould thofe 
that are ftrong Proficients in grace not be fatis- 
fied, without all their weak brethren come to the 
fame pitch of high fanétification with them- 
felves? fhould they not rather * condefcend to 
the weaker? And although it be rare to tell of 
any aétually converted by formes of Prayer, and 
Scriptures read, yet who can juitly deay, but 
that much good hath been, is, and may for ever 
be done by fuchthings that way, Svcwt wltimus icbibs 
' Gur cure 
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quercum non cedit , extrema arena clepfydram non 


exhaurit, as the laft ftroak fells not the oake, nor 
the laft fand exhaufts the houre-glaffe ? 

26. Whether may nota man !and his houfe- 
hold, a woman and her houfhold, a whole ™ Ci. 
ty, or Countrey, a King and his people, a whole 
Nation, be baptized, after they are competently 
inftruéted in the Religion of God ? ! 

17. Is it certain, that all that were baptized 
in " Cornelius his houfe, in the ° Gaolers houfe, in 
Lydia's, in P Samaria, in 4 Corinth, were fuch true 
beleevers, as now guod men require all thofe 
that joyne with them, to be, before they will re- 
ceivethem to the Communion oftheir Church?> — 
Were not‘ hypocrites admitted &baptized in the 
Primitive Church, by the Apoftles and Evange- 
lifts themfelves, being deceived by them? Were 
not children circumcifed in the old Teftament, 
and baptized all along inthe times of the New, 
{fo received into thebofome of the Church ? 

28. Could,or can ever any Nation, probably, 
be brought into the obedience of the Gofpel, poll 
by pull, in fuch manner as is imagined by the 
leaders of feparations ? 

29. Ifit be poffible,let them make experience, 
and try whether the Indians , or any other Hea- 
then people, can be fo converted, before the 
Greek Kalends. : 

30. Whether there be any dire Scripture for 
the peoples choice of their chiefe Paftour ?:Can 
there, ordinarily, be a better election, then when. 
the {upreame Magiftrate (who hath, at moft 

times, 
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times, the power of all the people, and fome- 
times their counfell ina regular way) joynes with 
a {ele& and competent number and company of 
Presbyters inthe fame ? | 

31. Whether any that have not skill, grace, 
and learning, to judge of the parties to be ordai- 
ned, whether they be fit, and able to what they 
are to be ordained, may fordaine them ? 

32. Whether or noto maintain a defired purity 
or perfection in the Magiftracie,by eleGtiion of the 
people, thefe. good men of New-England, are not 
forced to betoo ftrict in receiving the brethren, 
and to runa courfe tending to heathenifme ? » 

+ 33. Whether have not popular elections of 
chiefe Magiftrates beene, and are they not very 
dangerous to States and Kingdomes ? Are there 
not fome great mytteries of State and govern- 
ment? Is it poffible , convenient , or neceflary, 
forall mento attaintothe knowledge of thofe 
myfteries, or to have the like meafure of know- 
ledge, faith, mercifulnefle, wifdome, courage, 
magnanimity, patience ¢ Whence are Kings: de- 
nominated, but from their skill and knowledge to 
rule ? whereto they are even born and educated, 
and by long experience, and faithfull Counfel- 
lors enabled, and the grace and bleffing of God 
uponall?. Doe not the wife, good, ancient ; and 
renowned Laws of Exgland attribute much , yea, 
very much truftand confidence tothe King, as to 
the head and {upreame Governour, though much 
be alfointhe reft of the great body , heart and 
hands , and feete , to counfell , maintain, and 

K preferve 
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preferve the whole, but efpecially the Head 

34. Hence what government for anEnglifhman: 
but an hereditary, tucceflive, King, ¥ the [omof No- 
bles, well counfelledandafifted? fea at 

35. Whether we the pofterity of the Church, 
and people of God, who now: fee. the tops: of 
things onely, may fately condemne the foundati-. 
ons, which we havenot feen 2 | 

36. Whether istherenot a difference between 


bare f{peculation, and knowledge joyned with 


found experience, and betweene the experience 
of Divines and people reforming from out of 
{ome deepe corruptions in Churches. called 
Chriftian, andthe experience of thofe that have 
converfed in and about planting, and building 
Churches, wherethere was none before, ora- 
mong Heathens ? what isart many times with- 
Out experience ? 

37. Whether thofe Authors from: Azerome, 
to. Arch-Bifhop Adamfow , that alledge. all 
Presbyters to be equall, and fhould alwayes. 
have. equall power and authority. hadi any: great’ 
skill, or will, or experience, in the propagation. 
of Churches: among heathens , or barbarous: 
Nations? i | | | ft 

39. If not, whether theix: Teftimony bee-of 
that validity as. is thought by fome # If they. 
had, whetherthey mightnoterre-? 

39. Whether meflengers{fent: by Churches, 
or Minifters taking upon them to ge to.gather: or 
plant Churches,andito ordain, orgive the righe 
hand of fellowship to Minifters: in: thofe Se 

ches,, 
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ches,and to appeafe differences in Church affairs, 
arenot Epifcopalladés?e 
42 Is Bpifcopacie, ora fuperintendencic ne- 
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ceflary at New-England, andis not necefflary in 


more populous places ? s\re there not fome, nay 
many depths and " myfteries in Gods holy Word, 
the Scriptures,and certain Catholique ifiterpreta- 
tions, which tranfgreffed, the faith is hurt ¢ Is it 
poffible,convenient,or neceffary for all men, nay 


tx Cor.4.¥o 
CLIO, 


all Minifters,to attain the knowledge ofthofe my- - 


fteries,or to have the like meafure of knowledge, 
faith,mercifulnefle, wifdome,patience, long fufte- 
ring, courage, whereby to be enabled to rule in 
the Church of God, whereto they are educated, 
tryed,chofen,and ordained?and do not the facred 
rules and Laws of God , of holy Church and of 
this Kingdome attribute much, yea very much 
truft and confidenceto the chief Paftors, Leaders, 
and Rulers, the Fathers of the Church,efpecially 
to the Bifhops of the prime and Metropoliticall 
Churches, by the affiftance of, and with , and un- 
der the fupreame Magiftrate, the chiefe, the beft 
‘cement of government,though much be alfo in o- 
ther members of the great body, the Church, to 
counfell, maintaine and preferve the whole in the 
faith, foundnefle, peace and unity, efpecially the 
chief leaders,when need requireth ? Hence what 
government for Chriftians in chief, but by pious, 
leartred, Provincialland Diocefan Bifhops, efpe- 
cialy in Englandand Ireland e 
By the juft examination of the whole, thofe that are 
piows and learned, may eafily eather, what good 
| K2 " * yeafons 
































68 as ; | Plaine dealing, 
reafons I had, and have, to returne, as now 
humbly I doe, to the Charch of England , for | 
whofe peace, purity, and profperity, is the daily | 
prayer of one of her moft unworthy hes | . 





, 
é 


ClementsInne, | 
' Novemb.16. 1641. } MIDS Grad 
: Thomas Lechford. 





Toa friend. 
Sir, | ) 
Ere is a good Land , and yeelding many 
good commodities, efpecially fith, and furs, ™ 
cornc, and other richer things, if well followed, 
and if that popular elections deftroy us not. Itis 
a good Land, I fay,that inftruéts us to repentance, 
when we confider what-a good Land we came 
from,what good lawes and government we have 
left, to make experiments of governing our felves 
here by new wayes, wherein (like young Phyfiti- 
ans) of neceflity we muft hurt and f{poile one ano- 
thera great while, before we come to fuch a fet- 
led Common-wealth, or Church-government,as 
is in England. | | 

I thank God, now Lunderftand by experience, 
that there is no fuch government for Englifh men, 
or any Nation, asa Monarchy ; nor for Chrifti- 
ans, as by a lawfull Minifterie, under godly Dio- 
cefan Bifhops, deducing their ftation and calling 
from Chrift and his Apoftles, indefcent or fuc- 
ceflion ; athing of greater confequence then cere- 
monies, 
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monies, (would to God I had known it fooner) 
which while I have in my place ftood for here. 
thefe two years, and not agreeing to this new 
difcipline, impoffible to be executed,or long con- 
tinued, what I have fuffered, many here can tell , 
Tam kept from the Sacrament, and all place of 
preferment inthe Common-wealth, and forced 
to get my living by writing petry things, which 
{carce finds me bread; and therefore fometimes I 


look to planting of corne, but have not yet here 


an houfe of my owne to put my head in, or any 


ftock going: Whereupon I was determined to 
come back, but by the over-entreaty of fome 
friends, I here think to ftay a while longer , ho- 
ping that the Lord will fhortly give a good iffue 
to things both in our native Country, and Scot- 
land, and here, as wellasin all other his Majefties 
~ dominions. 

I was very glad to fee my Lord Bifhop of Exe- 
ters Book; it gave me much fatisfaction. If the 
‘people may make Minifters, or any Minifters 
make others without an Apoftolicall Bifhop , 
what confufion will there be? If the whole 
Church, or every congregation, as our good men 
think, have the power of the keyes, how many 
Bifhops then fhall we have ? Ifevery Parifh or 
congregation be fo free and independent, as they 
terme it, what unity can we expect ¢ 

Glad alfo was I to fee Mafter Balls Book of the 
tryall ofthe grounds of Separation, both which 
are newly.come over,andI hope will work much 
sood among us here. i 
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And whereas I was fometimes mif-led by thofe 
of opinion that Bifhops,andPresbyters, & all Mi- 


‘ nifters, are of the fame authority, When I came 
toconfider the neceflary propagation of the truth, 


and government of the Church, by experimen- 
tall foot-fteps here, Iquickly faw my error: For 
befides, ifthe congregations be not united under 
one Diocefan in fit compaffe, they are in a confu- 
fion , notwith{tanding all their clafficall pretend- 
ments, how can the Gofpel be propagated to the 
{idians without an Apoftolicall Bifhop ¢ If any 
Church,or people, by the Kings leave,fend forth 
Minifters to teach and inftruct the poore Indians 
in the Chriftian Religion, they muft havé at leaft 
Apoftolicall power to ordain Minifters or Elders 
i every congregation among them; and when 
they have fo done; they have power of Vifitation 
where they plant: Nor can they without jut 


ccaufe be thruft out from government without 


great impiety ; and where they have planted, that 
is their line or Dtocefe. Thus I came to fee, that 
of neceffity a Diocefe, and Bifhop Diocefan, is 
very neere, ifnot altogether of Divine authority. 

Tamalfo of opinion, that it were good for our 
Minifters to learne how to doe this work from 
{ome of our reverend Bifhops in England, for I 
feare our Minifters know not how to goe about 
it. Whether muft not fome Minifters learne 
their language ¢ It is a copious language, as I 
am informed, and they have as many words to 
expreffe one thing as we have. And when they 
teach Indians to pray, willthey not teach them 
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by a forme ? and how can Gods worthip be 
maintained among ignorant perfons without a 
forme ? Lam firme of opinion, that the beft of 
us have been much beholding to the Word read, 
and formes of Prayer. ) 
From Boftoni# N.E. 
— Julii 28. 16.40% 


This Gentleman to. whom: wrote, kindly returned me 
a wife anfwer, whereim is this palfage : 


“TO fpeak in briefe, 1 think now that Nevw- 
fl Englandis a perfect model and fampler of 
the fate of us here at thistime’; for all is out of 
joynt both in Church and Common -wealth, and 
when it will be better, God knoweth: To him 
we muft pray for the amendment of it, and that 
he will not lay on usthe merits of our national! 
and particular finnes, the true caufe of all thefe 
evils. 
Dated out of Somerfet-fhire, 
Aprilisz7. L641. 


To another, thus : 


N a word or two, we heare of great difturban- 
ces in our deare native Countrey; 1 am hear- 
tily forry, &c. I befeech you take my briefe opi- 
niom, Wehere are quite out of the way of right 
government both in Church and Common- 
wealth, asf verily think, andas far as I can judge 


upon better confideration, and {ome pains taken 
in 
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in fearching after the bottome of fome things, 


Some electorie wayes tend to the overthrow of 
Kingdomes: No fuch way for government 
of Englifhmen, as a Monarchie s of Chrifti- 
ans, as by Diocefan Bifhops in their line : Betz 
ter yeeld to many preffures in a Monarchie , 


then for fubjeéts to deftroy, and {poile one 


another. If I were worthy to advife a word ps 
fhould defire you to have a care, and foalf your 
friends, you prejudice not your eftate, or potte- 
rity, by too much oppofing the Regall power: 
For I verily beleeve the Kings Majefty hath in 
gen¢rall a good caufe touching Epifcopacie: My 
reafons I could better deliver in prefence, if hap. 
ly God give opportunity to fee you, ot if you re- 
quire it hereafter, I will be ready tu prefent my” 
thoughts unto you. All this, asT fhall anfwer be. 
forethe Lord, without any by-refpects. If you 
werehere, I prefume you would fee more then 
I can, but I think you would be much of my 
mind, | | : | 
From Bofton iN. E. 
Septemb. 4, 1640. 


To another of no meane rank. 


( YOmplaining of my f ufferings,andfhewing the 


reafons,defiring him to fend for me, that I. 
might declare them to his perfon more effeau- 
ally.- 


From Botton inN. E. March,1640. 


To 
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To another. 

Ou knew my condition and employment, 

J and how ill it went with me in England, by 

reaion of the trouble of our friends, and my own 
danger therby.For myoutward fubfiftence here, 
at this time, God knowes it is but meane; fome 
fay it is my owne fault, and that I ftand in my 
owne light, and you, and others may fo con- 


ceive ; but the God of heaven is my witneffe, I- 
have endeavoured in all things to keep a good. 
confcience, though fometimes I have failed 


2 


I have endeavoured, laying all by-refpedts afide, 
to joyne with the Church here, but cannot yet 
be fatisfyed in divers particulars, whereby Iam 
kept from all place of employment or prefer- 
ment, asI have had overtures made unto me of, 
if I would or could yeeld, but hitherto I have not 
dared to doe it, for good reafons beft knowne to 
our heavenly Witneffe. I mutt give you atafte. 
They hold their Covenant conftitutes their 
Church, and that implyes, we that come to 
joyne with them, were not members of any true 
Church whence we came, and that I dare not 
profeffe. Againe, here is required fuch confeffi- 
ons,and profeffions,bothin private and publique, 
both by men.and women, before they be admit- 
ted, that three parts of the people of the Coun- 


try remaine out of the Church, fothat in fhort 


time moft of the people will remaine unbaptized, 
if this courfe hold,and is (we feare) of dangerous 
confequence,a thing not tending to the propaga- 

ae tion 
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tion of thé Gofpel in peace: Which, though it 
have a colour of fanétimony and ftrictnefle, 
whereby many well-affected or affetionate peo- 
ple, but weak in found experience and judge- 
ment,are the rather drawn thereunto , and they 
aye in a manner neceflitated to it, to main- 
caine their election of Magiftrates and Minifters 
in their owne way of popular or Ariftocraticall 
government ; I'dare not ( for my part) yeeld unto 
neither in my own confcience, nor for the credit 
of thofe perfons with whom I have been educa- 
ted, and in whofe caufes I have been fecn. A Mo- - 
narchy is the beft government for Englifhmen, 
betterto fuffer fome.preffures under that kind of 
government, then to fpoile one another with po- 

ular elections. Againe, I cannot yeeld to Lay- 
Elders, nor that Lay-men fhould impofe hands 
upon any to the Minifteric, nor that any Minifter 
fhould renounce his calling to the Minifterie 


-c which he received in England, as. Antichriftian : 


It isagrofle error, and palpable {chifme; then 
our Baptifme is not right, and fo there will be 
no end of feparations. Alfo I. beleeve ‘there can- 
notbe a Church, without a true Minifter; nor 
can anygather themfelves together into aChurch 
without atrue Minifter,nor can they ordain their 
own Minifters ; ordinarily, meane, what may 


be done inanextraorhinary cafe, pro prima vite, 


is another queftion; I hold there ought to be an 
Apoftolicall Bilhop, by fucceffion from Chrift 


and his Apoftles, fuperiour in order or degree to: 
his brethren; which Bifhop ought to ordain, and 
ees rule 


SS ee aa 
Sica yale Ls Ui Nae leet Pa TAS 
OS, OR ha RE Dee 


OED DR Re ON ag en 1 ST aE 
a awe tee bee Anh re ae Si Ne te Sonne ae, mes 








Newes from New-England. 





rule with other Presbyters, or alone,but Presby- 
ters cannot without him.And if fo be any thing 
in word or act pafied from mee to the contrary 
hereof, Ido profeffe it was in my ignorance. Their 
calling is of Divine authority,or neareft thereunto, 
elfe the Church of God could not have fubfifted 
inany tolerable way of peace , through all this 
by-paft time of 16co. yeeres. I tearethey know 
not what they fay, that fay the contrary:let them 
come here,they will quickly change their minde, 
if they ftudy the point, and follow it home; for, 
befides the keeping of peace aiid unity, anda pure 
and able learned Miniftery, how canthe Gofpell 
be propagated without fome fpeciall Minifters, 
having the power Apoftolicall, to goe forth to 
convert Indians or Pagans? Ifa Paftor , or Mini- 
fter, or Chriftian, of any Church fhall doe fo, 


what hath he todoe with Infidels 2 as heeis a. 


Paftor, heis no Paftorto them. Therefore if any 
are fent to convert, and eftablifh Churches a- 
mong Infidels , fuch as are fent are Apoftolick 
meffengers, Bifhops or Minifters to them , and 
ought to be fent with fafting and Prayer, and by 
impofition of hands of the Presbytery ; and ha- 
ving converted Infidels, may plant Churches, 
and ordain Minifters among them , and after- 
wards vifit them; and is not this Epifcopacie, and 
their line wherein they have gone their Diocefle? 
Thefe things naturally flow from, and are groun- 
ded in the Word,or equity thereof,and meere ne- 
ceflity. Now if all Minifters fhould ordinarily 
have this authority, to go forth to thefe works, 

L 3 without 
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without miffion, what quarelling there would be - 


for divifionof Lines or Diocefes, let the experi- 
ence of former ages tell, yea of the Apoftolique 





times, wherein were not wanting thofe that qua- 


relled with Saint Paw! himfelfe , about his Line 
or rule, 2 Cor. 10. Now unto this confufion tends 
the opinion, that faith, a Bifhop and Presbyter is 
all one and equall; itis of Acrims , itis falfe, and it 
— is confufion. The reformed Churches and Writers 
that held fo, had little experience of miffioit to 
convert & plant Churches among Infidels. That 
reformation goes too deep that tends to pulling 
downe of Cathedrall Churches , and Bifhops 
houfes:Should not Apoftolick Bifhops, and the 
chiefeft Minifters have houfes to dwell in, and 
Churches to recide and officiate in, whither all 
the Churches of their Line may fend and come 
together in Councel,or Synod,and fo do nothing 
of great moment without their Bifhop,a Timothy, 
or a Titus? Again, Baptifme is admiffion and 
“Initiation into the Church; to whom Baptifme is 
commited, vX, Apoftles and Apoftolick Mini- 


fters, they have power of admiffion , that is, of 


loofing, and confequently of binding, excommu- 
nication orexpulfion. Where is now the peoples 
power inthe keyes ¢ arethey all Apoftles, and 


Apoftolick Minifters ? what confufion is this 2. 


who can yeeld toit knowingly ? I befeech you 
pardon my zeale, and when youhave confidered 
all, pity my condition, and pray for me ftill. Well 
Lam aflured,that mafter Prysne & mafter Burton 
would mever yeeld to thefe things , efpecially, 

: if 
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if they had experience of them. It is good for us 
to fee our errours , and acknowledge them, that 


we may obtain peace-in the day of account. 
Boffon, 13. OF, 1640. 


To another. 


Oe and grieved we are at the heart,to heare 
of the troublous eftate and condition of our 
native countrey; wee here alfo meete with our 
troubles and diftreffes in outward things , and 
fome in {pirituall matters alfo. Here wants a fta- 
ple commodity to maintain cloathing to the Co- 
lony.And for my own particular, hitherto I have 
beene much diftreffed here by reafon I cannot yet 


fo clearely underftand the Church proceedings, © 


as to yeeld tu them,there are therein fo many dif- 
ficult confiderations , that they have fometiimes 
bred great confufion in my thoughts. Never 
fince I faw you have I received the Sacrament of 
the Lords fupper. I have difputed in writing, 
though to my great hinderance,in regard of out- 
ward things, yet bleffed be the Lord, to my bet- 
ter fatisfaction at the laft. I never intended open- 
ly to oppofe the godlyhere in any thing I thought 
they miftooke, but I was latelytaken at advan- 
tage, and brought before the Magiftrates, before 
whom , giving a quiet and peaceable anfwer, I 


was difmiffed with tavour, and refpe& promifed 


me by fome of the chiefe for the future. Our 
chiefe difference was about the foundation of the 
Church and Miniftery,and what rigid feparations 

15.3 may 
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may tendunto, whatis to be feared , in cafe thie 
moft of the people here fhould remaine unbapti- 
zed; confiderations which may trouble the wi- 
{eft among us. Rigid feparations never did, nor 
can propagate the Gofpell of Chrift, they can do 
no good, they have done hurt. It is dangerous to 
found Church government on dark & uncertain 
interpretations of Propheticall, or other Scrip- 
tures; foundations ought to be full of evidence, 
& demontftration. Bleffed be the Lord, now fome 
of the chiefe leaders ofthe Churches here hold 
the Churches in England true Churches,and your 
Miniftery lawfull,though divers corruptions there 
may beamong you; yea fome there bee of the 
chiefe among us that conceive the government 
bygodlyBifhops {uperintendent over others tobe 
lawfull. Churches are not perfect in this world, 
We may not for everydifagreement in opinion,or 
for {lender pretended corruptions, feparate from 


the Church : feparate fo once, and no end of fe+ 
paration. , 


From Boftonin N. E, 
Decem.19. 1640. 


To conclude. 


Uppofe there are foure forts of Government, 
yy which are ufed in Church, as in Common- 
wealth ; Monarchicall abfolute without Lawes, 
which is tyrannie; Monarchicall bounded by 
Lawes ; Ariftocraticall, and Democraticall: 
Epifcopall abfolute, which is Popifh tyrannie ; 


Epi- 
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an, and Congregationall : Which of thefe will 
allmen like, and how long? Some have well 
compared the humour of the people in this 
kind,toamerry relation of an old man and his 
fonne, paffing through the ftreets of a City, with 
one horfe betweene them: Firft, the old man 
rode, thenthe people found faule with his un- 
kindneffe, in that he did not caule his fon to ride’ 
with him: then the young man gets up too, now 
the people fay they are both unmercifull to the 
beaft: downe comes the old man, then the 
young man is enmannerly to ride, and his father. 
walk on foot: at laft downe goes the young man 
alfo, and leads the horfe, then they were both 
unwife to lead the horfe, and neither of them to 
ride. Well, but alter the inconftant vulgar will; 
iffo, God grant it be for the better. But then 
confider {tories, one alteration follows another ; 
fome have altered fixe times, before they were 
fetled againe, and ever the people have, paid for 
jt both money and blond. ; 

Concerning Church-government, what the 
Presbyterian way is, and how futable for Eng- 
lands Monarchie, I leave to the pious experienced 
Divinesto fet forth, and the Church and State 
thereof co judge. 

And forthe Congregationall independent go- 
vernmient, whereof I have had fome experience, 
cive ne leaveinftead of a better intelligencer thus 
to prefent to my deare countrey, now ina time or 
neede, my impartial opinion in‘chefe confufed 
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papers: And in brief-thus: Although it had fome 

{mall colour in Scripture, and a great pretence of - 

holineffe, yetno found ground in the Scripture ; 3 

Again, if it beneither fit nor poffible long to bee | 

continued in New-England,as nor! alone, but ma-_ 

ny more eye and care witnefles doe. know , and. 

the learned can and will judge undoubtedly , it 

muft needes be much more unfit and impoffible 

to be brought into£n¢land,or Ireland,or any other 

populous Nation. | | 7 
Allwhich upon the whole I humbly fubmit 

unto the facred judgment and determination of . 

holy Church, his royall Majefty, and his High- 

neflesgreatand honourable Councel, the high 

Court of PaRLIAMENT. 


Iimprimatur, 
Toh: Hanfley. 
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